
 

Ash Wednesday – Beginning a Laudato Si Lent 

Our Call to Ecological Conversion 

“So what we all need is an “ecological conversion”, whereby the effects of our encounter with Jesus 
Christ become evident in our rela=onship with the world around us. Living our voca=on to be 
protectors of God’s handiwork is essen=al to a life of virtue; it is not an op=onal or a secondary 
aspect of our Chris=an experience.”  (Laudato Si #217)           

READ:  Joel 2:12-18  

REFLECTION:  So, we begin our individual and communal Lenten journey. Pope Francis 
broadens our life journey of conversion to the ecological.  We are called to both a 
change of heart and of perspecNve in our relaNonship with the enNrety of CreaNon.   
We are to encounter this garment as seamless, and live out of such a reality. As 
PresentaNon People we are commiOed to such a communion (Our Way of Life C3 & 14). 
Indeed, “now” is not only the acceptable, but the necessary Nme.  The signs of these 
Nmes tell us that we have but these few years to be the change we wish to see. 

Ending his famous poem “A Sleep of Prisoners” Christopher Fry asks                                       
“…but will we wake, for pity’s sake?”. 

ACTION: Fast and abstain from a worldview which objecNfies any part of CreaNon.  
“Be” with another in mutual relaNonship.  Ask God for the gi[ of humility, so that we 
can live out of a deepened sense of communion, of humus-ness. 

“…a healthy rela=onship with crea=on is one dimension of overall personal conversion, which 
entails the recogni=on of our errors, sins, faults and failures, and leads to hearHelt repentance and 
desire to change…To achieve such reconcilia=on, we must examine our lives and acknowledge the 
ways in which we have harmed God’s crea=on through our ac=ons and our failure to act. We need 
to experience a conversion, or change of heart”. (LS #218)


