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NEW YEAR BRINGS HOPE FILLED CHANGES
I am very pleased to announce several significant 

and positive changes regarding the Presentation 
Prayer Center.

First, the Board of Directors has hired Scott 
Mathern-Jacobson as the incoming Executive 
Director beginning January 1, 2022. 

Scott has faithfully served as 
Assistant Director for six years, so 
he brings a working knowledge 
of the day-to-day operations of 
the Center. Scott has a passion 
for social justice, having worked 
12 years in several Dorothy Day 
homes.  He and his wife Reba 
are the parents of 3 children and 
live in Fargo. Scott and Reba are 
Presentation Associates.  He has 
facilitated a number of workshops  
on social justice topics for the Prayer  
Center.

Regarding our future location, the Sisters’ Unit 
Leadership Team intends to build a new home for 
the Prayer Center within the next few years. In 
the meantime, the Prayer Center, along with the 
Presentation Associates and two administrative 

staff members will be in a first-floor wing at 
Riverview Place.

I am very pleased with this temporary location 
since most of the local Presentation Sisters now 
live there or in nearby River Square. In addition, 

this is where the Prayer Center had its 
origins back in the early 1980’s when 

some Sisters organized women’s faith 
sharing groups. As needed and when 

available, the Prayer Center will 
have access to the Chapel, the 
Scilley room for workshops and 
rooms for spiritual direction. We 
hope to see you there!!

We were disappointed to 
cancel the 2021 Brunch featuring 

Nicole Phillips. However, with the 
uncertainty regarding Covid-19, our 

Board felt this was the right decision. We 
are glad to announce that Nicole has been 

rebooked for next year, October 27, 2022. Mark 
your calendars!!

As many of you know, the Annual Brunch is both 
a community celebration as well as a fund raiser. 
Because the 2020 brunch was virtual only and the 
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ONE MOMENT PLEASE
BY PETER EDWARDS • pedwards@i29.net • 701-630-9214

All events are open only to fully vaccinated persons.
For questions about a program, contact Scott at 
presentationprayercenter@gmail.com.

Centering Prayer
Monday, 9:00 am for 1 hour except holidays.  No fee. 
Contact Scott for more information.

Spiritual Direction
In responding to God in our daily life one may need 
or want a companion, someone to listen and reflect 
with about his/her relationship with God, self and 
others.  $50-$80/hour.

SPIRITUAL DIRECTORS AVAILABLE
 • Peter Edwards 
  701-630-9214; pedwards@I29.net
 • Mary Jo Lewis
  701-371-5732; lewismaryjoan@gmail.com 
 • Lorraine Schmaltz, PBVM
  701-412-7499; ltschmaltz@gmail.com
 • Sr. Marilyn Omieczynski
  714-473-7381; srmarilynopbvm@aol.com 
 • Sr. Vera Butler PBVM 
  504-638-7745; vbutler310@gmail.com  

Scholarships
Scholarships are available for any of our programs. 
Please contact the Prayer Center for scholarship 
information. 

You may also be interested in these programs at 
Maryvale, located at Valley City, North Dakota:

March 25-27, 2022: Women’s Retreat
 
July 22-24, 2022: Women’s Retreat 

October 29-31, 2021, November 12-15, 2021, 
May 13-15, 2022: Ignatian Retreats 

Maryvale is open for Spiritual Direction, Directed 
Retreats, and Private Retreats. Contact Maryvale - 
701-845-2864 or dorothy.bunce@fargodiocese.org 
for information and scheduling.

ON-GOING OFFERINGS

Our next brunch is  
Tuesday, October 27, 2022 
at the Holiday Inn, Fargo

with Nicole Phillips

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Because the 2020 brunch was virtual only and the 

2021 brunch was cancelled, we have missed both the 

social interaction and the usual donations. If you are 

able to help us out with a financial gift at this time, it 

would be greatly appreciated.
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Our experience of the COVID pandemic has been a 
time of reckoning and a time of revelation. Like every 
crisis, this has been a period of uprooting, dislocation, 
uncertainty and being shaken to the core.  And 
likewise, the crises we experience in our everyday lives 
are a revelation and a time of grace, when God shakes 
us out of our complacency to open us to a new life. 
Crises, like the Cross, are woven into the fabric of life. 
It is how we grow, evolve, and are transformed. 

During this retreat, we will explore the dynamics 
of the pandemic we have experienced as a paradigm 
of our personal and spiritual journey, and reflect on 
how our own crises and crosses have been both 
times of turmoil and suffering as well as a period of 
grace, transformation and spiritual renewal.

Retreat leader Briston Fernandes is a native of 
India with graduate degrees in Philosophy & Religion 
(Barcelona), Theology (Pontifical Athenaeum, India) 
and Counseling Psychology (Loyola University, 
Chicago). After 17 years of service as therapist, 
social worker and Director of Catholic Charities 
Diocese of Rockford Illinois, he served as Director 
of Catholic Charities North Dakota from 2002 until 
his retirement in 2010. Briston has authored several 
articles for Catholic publications in India and the US, 
and continues to write, offer retreats and workshops 
in spirituality, social justice and adult faith formation. 
He is the author of The Road to Calvary - Meditations 
for Our Journey Through Life, published in India by 
Pauline Publications.

A TIME OF RECKONING,  
A TIME OF REVELATION AND RENEWAL

“The 1980s and 1990s, the height of the AIDS crisis 
in the United States, was decades ago now, and 
many of the stories from this time remain hidden: 
A Catholic nun from a small Midwestern town 
packs up her life to move to New York City, where 
she throws herself into a community under assault 
from HIV and AIDS. A young priest sees himself in 
the many gay men dying from AIDS and grapples 
with how best to respond, eventually coming out 
as gay and putting his own career on the line. A gay 
Catholic with HIV loses his partner to AIDS and then 
flees the church, focusing his energy on his own 
health rather than fight an institution seemingly 
rejecting him.

“Set against the backdrop of the HIV and AIDS 
epidemic of the late twentieth century and the 
Catholic Church’s crackdown on gay and lesbian 

activists, journalist Michael O’Loughlin searches out 
the untold stories of those who didn’t look away, who 
at great personal cost chose compassion--even as 
he seeks insight for LGBTQ people of faith struggling 
to find a home in religious communities today.

“This is one journalist’s--gay and Catholic 
himself--compelling picture of those quiet heroes 
who responded to human suffering when so much 
of society--and so much of the church--told them 
to look away. These pure acts of compassion 
and mercy offer us hope and inspiration as we 
continue to confront existential questions about 
what it means to be Americans, Christians, and 
human beings responding to those most in need.” 
(broadleafbooks.com) 

Book Study leader Scott Mathern-Jacobson is 
the Director of the Presentation Prayer Center.

BOOK STUDY:  
“HIDDEN MERCY: AIDS, CATHOLICS, AND  

THE UNTOLD STORIES OF COMPASSION IN THE FACE OF FEAR”
BY MICHAEL J. O’LOUGHLIN

WHEN     Wednesdays, February 2, 9, 16, 23, and March 2, 7 PM - 8 PM Central WHERE     Online via Zoom

REGISTRATION  Please RSVP to Scott at presentationprayercenter@gmail.com; 701-799-2076, limited to 10 participants.

COST     $15 suggested donation. Everyone is welcome, regardless of ability to pay.

This workshop will explore the different ways 
that each of us can contribute to building the 
Kingdom. By using the example of peacebuilding in 
Northern Ireland, we will discover how each of us 
can answer God’s call given to us in the Magnificat.

Workshop leader, Dr. Maria Power is a Senior 
Research Fellow in Human Dignity at the Las 
Casas Institute for Social Justice, University of 
Oxford. She has been researching the role of faith-

based peacebuilding in Northern Ireland since 
the Good Friday Agreement was signed in 1998, 
and has published two books on the topic: From 
Ecumenism to Community Relations: Inter-Church 
Relationships 1980-2005 (2007), and Catholic Social 
Teaching and Theologies of Peace in Northern 
Ireland: Cardinal Cahal Daly and the Pursuit of 
the Peaceable Kingdom (2021). Maria is currently 
writing a theology of community development.

THE CHARISMS OF SOCIAL JUSTICE 
WHEN    Saturday, January 29, 10 AM WHERE     Online via Zoom

REGISTRATION    Please RSVP to Scott at presentationprayercenter@gmail.com; 701-799-2076.  

COST   $25 suggested donation. Everyone is welcome, regardless of ability to pay.

WHEN    Saturday, March 5, 9 AM - 12 PM (two reflections, one program)

WHERE     Riverview, 5300 12 St S, Fargo

REGISTRATION  Please RSVP to Scott by March 1, 2021 at presentationprayercenter@gmail.com; 701-799-2076. 

COST     $25 suggested donation. Everyone is welcome, regardless of ability to pay.

Using material from Fr. Richard Rohr OFM, 
and Tim Scorer, participants will be introduced 
to an orthodoxy lost to much of contemporary 
Christianity, an orthodoxy rooted in Franciscan 
theology and practice that is biblically grounded, 
personally challenging and ultimately liberating. 
Through five engaging video segments and a 
thought-provoking workbook, you will journey 
with your small group. The five sessions include: 

1. Atonement Theology; 2. Eco-Spiritually; 3. The 
Cosmic Christ; 4. Orthodoxy vs Orthopraxy; 5. 
Mysticism over Morality.

Workshop leader, Maren Ortmeier, is a 
Presentation Associate. She is a nurse by trade, 
with a wide variety of experiences including ICU, 
hospice, and Parish Nursing. She completed Rohr’s 
Living School, the Anamcara Project, Spiritual 
Direction, and death doula trainings.

EMBRACING AN ALTERNATE ORTHODOXY -  
RICHARD ROHR OFM, ON THE LEGACY OF ST. FRANCIS

WHEN    Tuesdays, March 8, 15, 22, 29, and April 5, 1 PM - 3 PM 

WHERE     Riverview, 5300 12 St S, Fargo

REGISTRATION   Please RSVP to Scott at presentationprayercenter@gmail.com; 701-799-2076, limited to 8 participants.

COST     $35 suggested donation. Everyone is welcome, regardless of ability to pay.
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2021 brunch was cancelled, we have missed both 
the social interaction and the usual donations. If 
you are able to help us out with a financial gift at 
this time, it would be greatly appreciated.

Send your donation to our new address:     
 Presentation Prayer Center

 5300 12th Street South, #112
 Fargo, ND 58104

Finally, being on the Board of the Prayer Center 
from 2012-2018, and then director from 2018-
2021, has been a wonderful gift in my life. Many 
blessings and thanks to the Sisters, the staff, Board, 
presenters, participants and collaborators. I look 
forward to continued involvement with the Prayer 
Center as a Spiritual Director.

May God’s abundant grace be with you and your 
loved ones for the New Year.
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NEW YEAR BRINGS HOPE FILLED CHANGES
I am very pleased to announce several significant 

and positive changes regarding the Presentation 
Prayer Center.

First, the Board of Directors has hired Scott 
Mathern-Jacobson as the incoming Executive 
Director beginning January 1, 2022. 

Scott has faithfully served as 
Assistant Director for six years, so 
he brings a working knowledge 
of the day-to-day operations of 
the Center. Scott has a passion 
for social justice, having worked 
12 years in several Dorothy Day 
homes.  He and his wife Reba 
are the parents of 3 children and 
live in Fargo. Scott and Reba are 
Presentation Associates.  He has 
facilitated a number of workshops  
on social justice topics for the Prayer  
Center.

Regarding our future location, the Sisters’ Unit 
Leadership Team intends to build a new home for 
the Prayer Center within the next few years. In 
the meantime, the Prayer Center, along with the 
Presentation Associates and two administrative 

staff members will be in a first-floor wing at 
Riverview Place.

I am very pleased with this temporary location 
since most of the local Presentation Sisters now 
live there or in nearby River Square. In addition, 

this is where the Prayer Center had its 
origins back in the early 1980’s when 

some Sisters organized women’s faith 
sharing groups. As needed and when 

available, the Prayer Center will 
have access to the Chapel, the 
Scilley room for workshops and 
rooms for spiritual direction. We 
hope to see you there!!

We were disappointed to 
cancel the 2021 Brunch featuring 

Nicole Phillips. However, with the 
uncertainty regarding Covid-19, our 

Board felt this was the right decision. We 
are glad to announce that Nicole has been 

rebooked for next year, October 27, 2022. Mark 
your calendars!!

As many of you know, the Annual Brunch is both 
a community celebration as well as a fund raiser. 
Because the 2020 brunch was virtual only and the 
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ONE MOMENT PLEASE
BY PETER EDWARDS • pedwards@i29.net • 701-630-9214

All events are open only to fully vaccinated persons.
For questions about a program, contact Scott at 
presentationprayercenter@gmail.com.

Centering Prayer
Monday, 9:00 am for 1 hour except holidays.  No fee. 
Contact Scott for more information.

Spiritual Direction
In responding to God in our daily life one may need 
or want a companion, someone to listen and reflect 
with about his/her relationship with God, self and 
others.  $50-$80/hour.

SPIRITUAL DIRECTORS AVAILABLE
 • Peter Edwards 
  701-630-9214; pedwards@I29.net
 • Mary Jo Lewis
  701-371-5732; lewismaryjoan@gmail.com 
 • Lorraine Schmaltz, PBVM
  701-412-7499; ltschmaltz@gmail.com
 • Sr. Marilyn Omieczynski
  714-473-7381; srmarilynopbvm@aol.com 
 • Sr. Vera Butler PBVM 
  504-638-7745; vbutler310@gmail.com  

Scholarships
Scholarships are available for any of our programs. 
Please contact the Prayer Center for scholarship 
information. 

You may also be interested in these programs at 
Maryvale, located at Valley City, North Dakota:

March 25-27, 2022: Women’s Retreat
 
July 22-24, 2022: Women’s Retreat 

October 29-31, 2021, November 12-15, 2021, 
May 13-15, 2022: Ignatian Retreats 

Maryvale is open for Spiritual Direction, Directed 
Retreats, and Private Retreats. Contact Maryvale - 
701-845-2864 or dorothy.bunce@fargodiocese.org 
for information and scheduling.

ON-GOING OFFERINGS

Our next brunch is  
Tuesday, October 27, 2022 
at the Holiday Inn, Fargo

with Nicole Phillips
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