
Warm greetings from the IPA office 
in the university town of Maynooth, 
Co Kildare, Ireland. The office has 
been located here for the past 
eighteen months while the Union 
Mission House Lucan Co Dublin 
was being refurbished. We will 
soon be returning there. 

IPA also has a new home online, 
with the launch of our website 
www.GlobalPres.org in July.

We are in a time of adjusting 
to life in the wake of the Covid 
Pandemic. A time of looking back 
but also a time of looking forward. 

The Pandemic has radically 
changed us: our lives are very 
different now, but we have 
learned that we are deeply 
interconnected. We have found 
ways to communicate with each 
other via Zoom and emails, as 
we continue to ‘Build forward 
together’ at both grassroots and 
United Nations (UN) level. Read 
on to find out more about some 
of the many online and in person 
meetings within and beyond the 
IPA Network, addressing IPA’s 
work for justice at local level, as 
well as at the global level at the 
United Nations.

The work of implementing our 
‘IPA Education and Action for 
Justice 2020-2022 Strategy’ did 
not stop during the pandemic as 
you will see from the photographic 
record of so many activities, 

captured in this edition of the IPA 
Matters. We continue to implement 
our IPA Priority areas: Women 
and Children, Care of Earth and 
Indigenous and Tribal People, all 
intersecting with our UN Advocacy 
focus ‘Elimination of Violence 
Against Women and Children’

With the massive changes 
around us, our openness to 
collaborate in the work of Justice 
has been and continues to be 
significant. Now that things are 
opening up again, we are heading 
into a new phase of action for 
justice. It is a most exciting time 
for the mission of the IPA.

The coming year will see us 
prepare for our 8th IPA Assembly, 
which will take place in St. John’s, 
in Newfoundland, Canada, from 
the 18th – 24th of June 2023. The 
theme of the Assembly is “Listen: 
God of the Universe beckons”.

Blessings
Ann Marie
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IPA Discernment Meeting 16th December 2021 

The discernment group meeting was an opportunity to revisit the IPA Spirituality and Charism position
Attendees From Right to Left: 
Top Row: Srs. Marie Deane (Facilitator), Ann Marie Quinn (IPA Executive Director) Joy Peterson(Director), Sr. Gabrielle Morgan (Director), 
Sr. Sharon Fagan (Director) IPA Board
Bottom Row: Srs. Mary Coloe (Victoria, Australia), Betty Rae Lee (Trustee), Anne Lane (Society President), Prema Antony (NNP, Cork), 
Beth Hassel (Justice Contact).

Consultative Gatherings - IPA Trustees 3rd & 7th February 2022 Spirituality & Charism Position

IPA Spirituality and Charism 
Position

Sr Lancia Rodrigues (left) was 
subsequently appointed as 
IPA Spirituality and Charism 
Animator. She is a passionate 
and experienced addition to the 
IPA Core Team, and we know 
she will weave spirituality and 
charism into all that we do at 
the International Presentation 
Association.

IPA Programme Action Leader 
 
While Ann Marie Quinn PBVM was in New York in January 2022, she 
met with Christopher D. Zefting. This photograph shows them working 
together as part of his induction as Programme Action Leader in the 
IPA office headquarters in New York. Christopher brings a wealth of 
experience and expertise to his role, and we are delighted to have him 
on the team.

IPA Core Team - New Members Appointed:

Christopher meets Ann Marie in New York
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Building Stronger Together Towards the Elimination of Violence 
Against Women & Children Webinar 23rd November 2021

Not even an ongoing global 
pandemic could halt the mission 
of IPA and its dozens of dedicated 
people around the world. These 
photographs give a flavour of 
some of the many events that 
took place.

Below: Ann Marie Quinn 
PBVM, Dr. Despoina Afroditi 
Milaki, Maureen O’Connell 
PBVM, Brian O’Toole, 
Gemma Thomson, Korina 
Kirepe PBVM and Elizabeth 
Sep PBVM.
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UN Commissions and International Days 

60th Session of the Commission 
for Social Development – CSocD 
60th: February 7-16, 2022

The UN Commission for Social 
Development (CSocD60) took 
place from 7-16 February 2022 in 
a hybrid format. The IPA Executive 
Director Ann Marie Quinn and the 
NGO Representative at the UN 
Dr.Despoina Afroditi Milaki attended 
its opening and closing meetings, 
as well as its general discussion 
and certain panel discussions.

During the CSocD60, the NGO 
Committee for Social Development 
(NGOCSocD) held the Civil 
Society Forum (CSF) including 
capacity-building sessions and 
network events. The IPA NGO 
Representative actively engaged 
in the CSF planning as well as 

IPA at the UN CSoCD 60th Session

Left: Food and Insecurity: Youth from the 
Grassroots Speak Out

Additionally, the IPA NGO Representative, together 
with the other members of the NGOCSocD Grassroots 
Task Force, organized and hosted an online event titled 
“Food Insecurity: Youth from the grassroots speak out 
in the context of crisis”, featuring perspectives of youth 
on the impact of food insecurity in their communities. 
The IPA Executive Director, along with other IPA Sisters 
and Presentation people, attended the online event.

organized and moderated the 
NGO Collaboration session 
as this was her concept idea 
accepted by the rest members 

of the CSF planning committee. 
IPA Justice Contact Brian O’Toole 
participated in the discussion 
during the Collaboration session.



International Women’s Day March 2022 - Prayer Service

IPA Women and Children Focus 
Group Members led by its 
Chairperson, Gemma Thomson, 
prepared a beautiful Prayer 
Service to mark International 
Women’s Day. They were joined by 
Presentation Sisters and People 
from across the IPA Network. 
Gemma writes:

‘Commemorated annually on 
March 8, International Women’s 
Day (IWD) is an opportunity 
to pause, reflect and discern 
the progress has been made 
to date, to instigate action for 
change and to celebrate acts of 
courage, determination and zeal 
of ordinary women who have 
made extraordinary impacts 
in their local, national, and 
international communities. The 
2022 International Women’s Day 
Theme, ‘Gender Equality today for 
a sustainable tomorrow’ identifies 
the notable contributions and 
concerted efforts of women and 
girls around the globe who are 
working to “change the climate 
of gender equality and build a 
sustainable future.”

‘On behalf of the International Prayer service booklet

Presentation Association Women 
and Children Focus Group, we 
extend our heartfelt gratitude to 
you for contributing your prayerful 
support to this year’s International 
Women’s Day Theme, “gender 
equality today for a sustainable 
tomorrow.” It is our hope and 
prayer that you will continue your 
lantern work in your local context, 
recognising that we walk together 
in hope, we speak and act for 
justice and that we all united in 
working towards a better future for 
all. May God bless you always.’
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Indigenous and Tribal Peoples

Meet Melissa Skinner

Melissa Skinner is a co-journer 
(Friend of Nano / Associate) with the 
Aberdeen Congregation. Melissa 
is an African American and has 
represented on several occasions 
the Episcopal Church at the United 
Nations Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues.

She has a master’s degree in 
Indigenous Law. She hopes that 
her law degree will help her to be 
the voice for those that do not 
have one, to enhance her work for 
race relations, and to continue her 
advocacy work through Indigenous 
ministries as she continues building 
relationship with the United Nations. 
Melissa is currently Administrative 
Assistant to the Interim Chief 
Academic Officer & Academic Dean, 
Administrative Assistant to the 
Nursing Program Director Aberdeen.

Melissa meeting Maureen 
O’Connell, PBVM, Chair 
Priority Action Focus Group 
Indigenous and Tribal People, 
and Ann Marie Quinn, PBVM. 

August 9th – International Day of 
the World’s Indigenous Peoples – 
IPA Prayer Service

The IPA marked the commemo-
ration of the International Day of 
the World’s Indigenous Peoples 
on August 9th, by holding a prayer 
service. This allowed us the oppor-
tunity to listen to the voices of our 
Indigenous sisters and brothers 
alongside our Presentation sisters 
and people across the IPA network. 
The service was prepared by the 
members of the Focus group on 
Indigenous and Tribal People and 
led by its Chairperson Maureen 
O’Connell PBVM and assisted by 
Brian O’Toole (chair Care of Earth 
Focus Group.)

Dr. Despoina Afroditi Milaki, Ann Marie Quinn PBVM and Melissa Skinner
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IPA Launches
Launch of our new website globalpres.org

In 2021, a decision was made to 
update the IPA website. It had been 
functioning well for many years, 
but this also meant that much of 
the content was out of date. Ann 
Marie Quinn invited Trish Groves 
of Five Trees Digital to review the 
site. Trish was quick to realise 
that the back end of the site had 
become outdated and ran the risk 

of ‘crashing’ at any time. 
Trish worked in partnership with 

the design team at Sprout Studios 
to completely redesign the website, 
including writing fresh, new content 
to focus on the priority areas agreed 
upon in at the 7th IPA Assembly. 

The new website was launched in 
July 2022 and is available to view at 
www.GlobalPres.org.

Above, home page of the new website, www.GlobalPres.org 

‘Making Uncomfortable 
Conversations 
Comfortable, Gender 
Stereotypes and Domestic 
Violence in India, United 
States and Zimbabwe’ 
was launched during our 
IPA webinar ‘Building 
Stronger Together’ in 
November 2021.

You can 
download the 
resource here

Launch of IPA Research 
Publication

Website redesign team Mikaela Egan from Sprout Studios, Ann Marie 
Quinn PBVM and Trish Groves from Five Trees Digital.
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https://globalpres.org/wp-content/uploads/filr/5406/Making%20Uncomfortable%20Conversations%20Comfortable,%20IPA%20April%202022.pdf
http://www.GlobalPres.org
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IPA Gatherings
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Attendees From Top Left to 
Right: Ann Marie Quinn PBVM (IPA 
Executive Director), Anne Lane  
PBVM  & Judith King, (Facilitators)

IPA Gathering of PBVM New Members 16th February 2022

IPA Gathering of PBVM Newer Members 17th February 2022 

Attendees Top 
Row From Left to 
Right: Ann Marie 
Quinn PBVM (IPA 
Executive Director), 
Anne Lane PBVM 
(Facilitator), Judith 
King (Facilitator)

IPA New Members 
Second Row: 
Korina Kirepe 
(Papua New 
Guinea), Jessi Beck 
– (Dubuque USA), 
Maria Tongop - 
Papua New Guinea 

Third Row: Mary T 
Naccarto - New Winsor 
USA , Marion O’Raw 
(North East Province 
Ireland) 

PBVM New Members: Srs Mahnoor 
Riaz,(Pakistan)  Stephy Xavier,( India 
South ) Denciya Arockiasamy & Clarisa 
Antao, (India South)   Annatollia Muzata, 
(Zimbabwe Africa) Keerthana Anthony 

Samy, (India North)  Delphine Sherly 
Arul Francis (India South) , Meliza 
Nikita Rodrigues (India North). 
Rebecca Ishfaq (Pakistan) & Shoukat 
Zanoor (Paristan)
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IPA Gatherings

IPA Core Team, Justice Contacts, Gathering with Caplor Horizons Team February 21st, 2022

Diary Dates:
 2022 IPA Core Team & Justice Contacts Meeting – 17th October 2022



Way of Cross on Human Trafficking 

Lisa Pires, PBVM held a special 
Stations of the Cross event, ‘Way 
of the Cross on Human Trafficking 
in India’, on April 13, 2022, 
towards the end of the Lenten 
season. Held in Mumbai, Kolkata 
and New Delhi, these special 
prayers highlighted the plight of 
trafficked persons, as a reflection 

of Christ’s shared humanity.
Participants heard the voices of 

women who had been trafficked, 
who shared their stories of 
humiliation and abuse. In many 
ways their heart-wrenching stories 
find an echo in the Suffering and 
Passion of Jesus as he walked the 
path to Calvary.

South Dakota PBVM Sisters – Being of Service Today in the Work of Justice

Lobbying Virtually in South 
Dakota 

When Nano said she would go 
anywhere in the world to be of 
service, it is unlikely that she had 
in mind the halls of the South 
Dakota Capitol as a place to which 
her sisters would be missioned. 
However, as we have learned, 
the need for justice, mercy and 
advocacy are addressed in places 

where sisters are not typically 
found.

This is the case with Sisters 
Kathleen Bierne and Lynn 
Marie Welbig, along with 
Presentation Person Judy 
Blauwet, who are registered 
lobbyists representing the 
Aberdeen Presentation Sisters 
in the South Dakota legislature. 
This is their sixth year in this 
ministry.

‘A nun that the Lord let loose’ 

Sr Lynn Maria Welbig, PBVM, 
is one of USA TODAY’s Women 
of the Year 2022. She describes 
herself as simply ‘a nun that the 
Lord let loose’ in an interview with 
Erin Woodiel of the Sioux Falls 
Argus Leader.

Lynn Maria served for 18 years 
as both a teach and a principal 
in South Dakota and Minnesota 
and subsequently worked as 
a lobbyist, focusing on civil 
liberties, refugee and immigrant 
rights, elder care and, of course, 
education.

Lobbying in South Dakota

Asked about what inspired her 
to act, she said: ‘I went to school 
with the Presentation Sisters 
and there was this one nun in 
particular, Sister Helen … Sister 
Helen would say to us, “Now 
when you get out of school, you 
don't want to just go out there and 
try to get rich and be dumb, fat 
and happy. You want to change 
the world. You want to leave a 
footprint. You want to leave the 
world better than you found it. 
This is the Christian way. This is 
what Jesus would want you to 
do.” Then I learned about Nano 
Nagle … she’s a model for me.’

Grassroots News

Sr. Lisa Pires

“There may be times when we are powerless to 
prevent injustice, but there must never be a time 

when we fail to protest.” - Elie Wiesel, Nobel 
laureate, and Holocaust survivor (1928-2016).
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South Dakota PBVM Sisters – Being of Service Today in the Work of Justice

Listening to the Voice of Creation – September 1st – October 4th

Care for Creation
Brian O’Toole, Director 
Interprovincial Justice Desk

Brian O’Toole was requested to 
write an article about the concept 
of Intergenerational Climate 
Justice for the Global Citizenship 
Schools. Brian writes:

‘The concept of Intergenerational 
Climate Justice is one gaining 
in credibility as we realise that 
“because of climate change the 
coming generations will inherit 
a world that is impoverished 
and perhaps even unliveable.” 
(intergenclimatejustice.ie) 
Put simply, the concept of 
intergenerational equity / justice 
offers that “all generations are 
partners caring for and using the 
Earth. The present generation 

must pass the Earth and our 
natural and cultural resources on 
in at least as good condition as it 
received them so they can meet 
their own needs.” (Brown Weiss 
2013)

‘Climate Change is regularly 
trending on social media and the 
headlines, designed to shock 
and alarm are doing just that to 
those who can do least to affect 
change. Students are listening to 

headlines like “Our house is on 
Fire”, “…6th Mass Extinction and 
Time is running out.” … There’s 
an urgency, a panic, a hurry that 
seems to have invaded their space 
to play and learn.

‘The recent Cork 
Intergenerational Climate 
Conference (Oct 2021) provided an 
opportunity for young people and 
adults to share their perspectives, 
to find inspiration and even more 
importantly, to become agents 
of change, and provide steps 
towards personal and community 
action.’

Visit the Global Citizenship 
School website for school 
actions, lesson plans, teacher 
resources and much more: 
https://sites.google.com/view/
globalcitizenshipschool/home

Website of the Global Citizenship School

Marking the Season of Creation

Archbishop Eamon Martin, 
Catholic primate of all Ireland, 
wrote a beautiful homily to mark 
the beginning of the Season of 
Creation 2022, and we are sharing 
an extract here:

 
‘In the old Testament Book of Daniel 
(ch3) hymn which describes the whole 
of creation praising God: “Seas and 
rivers bless the Lord; dolphins and all 
water creatures bless the Lord; birds 
of the air bless the Lord; all animals 
– wild and tame – bless the Lord; 
all people, bless the Lord; Sun and 
moon, stars of heaven, bless the Lord; 
light and darkness, bless the Lord.”

Twenty years ago, Pope Saint 
John Paul said it was like a “cosmic 
choir” singing praise to God in the 
“Cathedral of creation (GA 10.7.22)!”

For this year, in his message for the 
Season of Creation, Pope Francis 
mentions again the “sweet song of 
creation” sung by the “grandiose 
cosmic choir”. The Season of Creation 
begins on the 1 September and runs 
through to the 4 October, the feast of 
Saint Francis of Assisi – the saint who 
had a wonderful sense of all creation in 

harmony, blessing and praising God.
Sadly, these days the cosmic 

choir seems to be out of tune!  The 
consensus amongst scientists’ 
points to our planet’s sickness and 
the destructive impact that climate 
change is having. All of creation does 
not appear to be singing in harmony – 
there is dissonance, with many wrong 
notes.

That dissonance, that lack of 
harmony and noise, can be heard 
especially in the cry of the poor 
in those parts of the world most 
impacted by the effects of climate 
change – droughts, extreme weather 
events, desertification, deforestation, 
flooding, fires. We are also well aware 
of the threat to biodiversity and the 
loss of so many species of creature 
and plant.

One only has to look at the way 
the world’s resources are sometimes 
squandered or exploited out of greed 
and for narrow economic interests. 
We hear of threats to the great forests 
of the world and the displacement 
of indigenous peoples. This summer 
we have seen the devastation of 
forest fires, lost crops, homes and 
livelihoods destroyed, scorched earth, 
massive floods, and temperatures 
never before recorded. On top of this, 

war continues to disrupt the food 
chain, pollutes the atmosphere still 
further, and exacerbates the world’s 
huge dependence on fossil fuels like 
oil and gas.

Last October Pope Francis and 
other religious and faith leaders met 
with many scientists and experts, 
concluding that we are currently “at 
a moment of opportunity and truth”. 
“Future generations will never forgive 
us if we squander this precious 
opportunity’, they said. “We have 
inherited a beautiful garden; we must 
not leave a desert to our children”.

From a faith point of view, God is 
calling us today, more than ever, to 
be caring stewards of creation, to 
protect and nourish our planet and its 
resources, and not to selfishly waste 
them or ruthlessly and excessively 
exploit and destroy them. The 
challenge to be humble before the 
wonder of God’s creation, to accept 
that we need a more balanced, and 
less wasteful lifestyle; we need “to 
live more simply, so that others might 
simply live”.

The full text of the homily is available 
here: https://www.catholicbishops.
ie/2022/08/28/homily-of-archbishop-
eamon-martin-to-mark-the-beginning-
of-the-season-of-creation-2022/
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Notable Publications 

Towards 2030: Grassroots Experiences with 
Inequalities – this is a collaborative project with NGO 
Committee Social Development’s Grassroots Task 
Force. The report was launched on 1st March 2021 
and you can watch the webinar here. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

June 1st IPA Webinar: Covid 19 Era – Challenges and 
Opportunities for Implementing IPA Priority Action. 
    
June 1st IPA invitation: Launch of booklet on “Elimination of 
Gender-Based Violence in a COVID19/post-COVID19 era: 
Respond-Advocate-Prevent” 

The Nano Nagle Prayer 
Lord God, you raise up people 
From age to age 
To speak anew Your Word to us 
And to show us your ways 
Such is Nano Nagle. 
In days when courage is needed, 
You give us this woman of strength 
To walk before us with conviction. 
In days of great change, 
You present us with a prophet 
whose faith is firm. 

As the light of her lantern brought 
hope 
Into the lives made wretched 
By poverty and oppression, 
So may she inspire us 
To compassionate action 
For those in need around us. 
 
 

Ann Marie Quinn PBVM 
IPA Executive Director 
Presentation Sisters 
Lucan, Co Dublin, K78 A6Y5, Ireland 
IPA Office Mobile: +353 86 4116160 
execdirectoripa@pbvm.org 

Our work is not 
grounded until it is 
grounded in Nano. 

 

 

Ann Marie Quinn PBVM
IPA Executive Director
Presentation Sisters  
Unit G13, Maynooth Business Campus
Straffan Rd, Maynooth
Co Kildare, W23 K2W6

IPA Office Mobile: +353 86 4116160
execdirectoripa@pbvm.org

globalpres.org

International Presentation Association

@IPA_UN

IPA YouTube Channel

8th IPA Assembly 18-24 June 2023

Sr Joy Peterson (IPA Director) Sr Anne Lane, Judith King (facilitators) Srs Sharon Fagan and Gabriel Moran 
(IPA Directors) and Sr Ann Marie Quinn (IPA Executive Director)

8th IPA Assembly Planning Group

8th IPA Assembly Theme:  
“Listen! God of the Universe beckons us …”
8th IPA Purpose: “With the spirit of Nano beckoning us, we 
gather to strengthen bonds and deepen our commitment to 
act justly, conscious of the urgency of our times” 

http://globalpres.org

