
Former Presentation Center (Sacred Con-
vent) Receives New Identity and Purpose:
YWCA of Cass Clay Repurposing  former 
Convent

 

The relationship between Presentation 
Sisters and YWCA (Young Women’s 
Christian Association) of Cass Clay, 

Fargo, ND, has developed over many years 

of collaboration. In June 2022 YWCA be-
came the new owner of Presentation Center 
(Sacred Heart Convent) and renamed it 
Lantern Light.

Work has begun on renovating and repur-
posing this property into 19 apartments to 
facilitate the mission of YWCA in provid-

ing safe, affordable homes for survivors of 
abuse to heal and start new lives. The one-to 
four-bedroom units at Lantern Light will be 
home for approximately 60 residents. This 
facility has the added advantage of being on 
the campus adjacent to YWCA Cass Clay 
Emergency Shelter in Fargo.

 Sisters of the Presentation have been 
long-time friends to YWCA and the wom-
en and children served. The two became 
neighbors when YWCA Emergency Shelter 
opened in south Fargo in 2004. Through 
the years since then, the relationship has 
grown. Some years ago the partnership was 
strengthened when the Sisters repurposed 
properties that were once living quarters for 
Sisters into supportive housing for domestic 
violence survivors.

 “Empty quarters will find new life, and 
those still very much in need of healing will 
find a short path to a caring team and em-
powering programs of YWCA,” says CEO 
Erin Prochnow.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

A Place to Call Home: Lantern Light 
Residence Planned for 2023

Gathering of 
Presentation People

Continues on Page 2 - A Place to Call Home...

Presentation sisters, associates, Friends 
of Nano, employees and other partners 
in mission from across North America 

gathered as Presentation People September 
15-17, 2022, in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 
This historic gathering has its roots in the 
movement of widening the tent to connect 
vowed religious with their lay partners who 
share the mission and charism of the Presen-
tation congregations.

Participants came together to see them-
selves in the larger Presentation Story and 
were an integral part of dreaming about the 
unfolding story of Presentation in our world 
today and into the future.

During the three-day event participants 
included conversation, reflection, contempla-
tion, prayer and strategizing for the future as 
well as building relationships with one anoth-
er. As part of the event, participants engaged 
in service actions with local nonprofits. For 
photos, reflections, and other information, 
please go to 

 https://pbvmconference.org/2022-gather-
ing-of-presentation-people-updates/



Vocation Promotion is a top priority 
in the US Unit of the Presentation 
Sisters Union. This is evidenced 

by its frequency on the agenda of the Unit 
Leadership Team meetings and the effort to 
recruit and hire a full-time Vocation Director 
in recent months. It is the same throughout 
the congregation. Our congregational leader-
ship team has certainly made it obvious by 
hosting virtual Vocation Animation Confer-
ences across the congregation approximately 
every six months since September 2020. 
There have been four such conferences to 
date and the most recent one was in June 
2022. Participants included Sisters from 
USA, Ireland, England, Canada, and Chile.

In preparation for the June Conference, 
the participants were divided into three 
smaller groups to enable deeper and more 
qualitative reflection and sharing. Each 
time, my participation in these conferences 
and all their attendant preparations expands 
my heart. It deepens my resolve to do all I 
can to promote vocations to religious life, 
particularly to the Presentation way of life, 
and to share the Presentation charism and 
spirituality with everyone I encounter.

 I love being a Presentation Sister and am 
entirely convinced that this way of life is 
how God continues to call me to live life to 
the fullest, to love and to contribute to the 
building up of God’s reign here on earth. 
However, I have not always been overt 
in extending the invitation to women to 
consider becoming a Presentation Sister … 
until I heard Sister Julie Watson, our con-
gregational leader, give her opening address 
at the first Vocation Animation Conference 
in 2020. To this day I still carry within me 
these words from Sr. Julie’s address: “Voca-
tions animation is the responsibility of each 
one of us wherever we are, whatever age 
we are, whatever part of the world we’re 
in. If we believe in this life and if we desire 
to share and communicate the beauty and 
wonder and extraordinariness of the call 
with others … all of us are responsible.” 
These words continue to kindle a fire within 
me to share my call of being a Presentation 
Sister, to invite young women to consider 
this life, and to extend to others the space 
and opportunity to participate in the Pre-
sentation charism and mission in various 
creative ways. And whenever I get discour-
aged in the ministry of vocation animation, 
e.g., when there were no applications for the 
Vocation Director position, I remember the 
beauty and gift of God’s call to religious life 
and how awesome that is and I get re-en-
ergized to continue being responsible for 
vocation animation.

 It has been over 20 years since a woman 
joined and stayed in the US Unit of the Pre-
sentation Sisters Union congregation. Some 

might ask, “why bother inviting?”  For me, 
it is for the love of religious life, for the 
utter conviction in the beauty and wonder of 
God’s call to religious life and the desire to 
share that beauty and wonder with others. I 
am also very confident that God continues 
to call people to religious life. An average of 
200 people annually join religious life in the 
United States. It is not mine to decide to quit 
inviting women to religious life, particu-
larly PBVM. After all, Jesus said in John’s 
gospel, “It was not you who chose me, but I 
who chose you and appointed you to go and 
bear fruit that will remain.” (Jn 15:16)

 Across the Presentation Sisters in the 
United States and Canada, a small group of 
us have been offering single women, ages 
18 to 45, virtual opportunities for prayer, 
discernment, and community-building. 
There are planned events in November, 
December, and January. Please check our 
Unit social media platforms for more infor-
mation and help us spread the word. Join 
us in consistently and ardently praying for 
vocations asking the master of the harvest 
to send out laborers for his harvest (cf. Mt. 
9:38). And please, do talk with family mem-
bers, friends, and acquaintances about the 
universal call to holiness and specifically to 
consider God’s call to religious life.

-Sister Jocelyn Quijano, PBVM
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Lantern Light 
highlights:

 
Presentation Center/Sacred Heart Convent 

was built in 1984 to be home for the sisters, 
and to provide space for administration 
and ministry. In the fall of 2020 the sisters 
relocated.

 Funding for renovation was secured 
through $8.3 million in state and federal 
grants from the Affordable Housing Pro-
gram, Housing Trust Fund, North Dakota 
Housing Incentive Fund, HOME and 
HOME ARP.

Operating support is secured for 15 years 
through project based rental vouchers from 
the Fargo Housing and Redevelopment 
Authority valued at $1.8 million.

The sisters and YWCA staff  collaborated 
in naming the new venture Lantern Light: 
a YWCA Supported Residence. In 1770s 
Ireland, Nano Nagle, foundress of the Pre-
sentation Sisters, cared for widows, orphans, 
the ill and the incarcerated after her day of 
teaching children. Bringing food, medicine, 
and comfort late into the night, she carried 
her lamp through dark alleyways and be-
came known as the Lady of the Lantern.

The YWCA Supportive Housing Program 
is a proven solution for helping families 
break cycles of poverty and violence. A 

woman who participates in the program 
earns more money, is healthier, and is 

better equipped to live independently and 
create an environment for her children to 
thrive. In 2021, 

60% of participants increased their educa-
tion or income level

71% of participants improved their health 
and wellness

70% of participants reduced their use of 
emergency services

87% of participants obtained stable hous-
ing upon exiting the program

  Community need for additional hous-
ing is great. Cass County’s population has 
grown a staggering 23 percent in the past 
10 years. In answer, YWCA has proactively 
expanded their proven Supportive Housing 
Program to efficiently maintain emergency 
shelter while more rapidly housing women 
and children who come in crisis.

 YWCA today has 80 units of supportive 
housing and has grown dramatically since 
an ambitious goal was set in 2015 to answer 
short supply in the community.

 While it isn’t necessary to fundraise 
for the building, YWCA is conducting a 
campaign to grow an Endowment Fund to 
generate annual income to provide support-
ive services as long as there is a need.

-Sister Katherine Fennell, PBVM and  Ms. 
Erin Prochnow

Continued from Page 1 - A Place to Call Home...
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For Love of the Life

Sister Jocelyn Quijano



 

I am sure there are many, who like myself, 
love to get ‘lost’ in a good book. And, 
during the summer season with bright 

mornings and evenings, this may perhaps 
be more so the case. Right at about the time 
the editor requested an article on the theme 
of love and Nano Nagle, the summer-book 
in the hand of yours truly was one entitled 
Legacy.[1] It is a rather light romantic novel 
with, unsurprisingly, a nice ending. It is 
about a grandchild’s dream to continue the 
legacy of her Italian grandfather and mother 
even as she, Adrian, copes with being 
stalked by an unknown figure because of her 
fame, beauty and talent. Raylan, a father of 
two, having lost the love of his life in a car 
accident comes to live in the neighborhood. 
In time, to his great surprise, he comes to 
know and fall in love with the young wom-
an. He struggles mightily with being faithful 
to the wife he loves and lost while acknowl-
edging the truth and beauty of the relation-
ship emerging between him and Adrian. He 
turns to his mom for counsel. Who better? 
Right.  She responds thus: “Love makes 

room. There is always more room for love.”
 
‘Love One Another, Love the Poor’
The mother’s response stopped me ‘in my 

tracks.’ That was it. Wisdom in a nutshell. 
And from a romantic novel, of all places! It 
got me thinking. Legacy. Love. And Nano 
Nagle. What is the legacy of this great 
Irish-woman, Nano Nagle, who dared to 
found a religious Order in the Ireland of 
1775? An early response to this question is 
captured by her biographer, William Hutch. 
He recalls hearing how when the curtain is 
about to fall on the life of this extraordinary 
woman, Nano calls her little community of 
Sisters around her and makes what can be 
regarded as her ‘last will and testament.’ 
Hutch records it thus:

She [Nano] had few earthly goods 
to leave them, but she bequeathed to 
them a treasure which she prized be-
yond every other—the poor of Jesus 
Christ. She bade them spend them-
selves for the poor … she gave them 
a parting injunction, … ‘Love one 
another as you have hitherto done.’ 

Simple words these; but embody-
ing in a single sentence the spirit of 
Nano Nagle, as well as of her Divine 
Master, and “the disciple whom Jesus 
loved.”[2]
 

Even then, the Sisters and biographer 
recognize in Nano’s life the embodiment of 
Jesus’ injunction to his (and all subsequent) 
disciples. Jesus and his disciples are about to 
have supper that would be their last sup-
per together. The curtain is about to fall on 
Jesus’ life on earth. His killers are near at 
hand. Yet, it is love, not hate, that captures 
Jesus’ heart and mind. He “does” a loving 
deed – he washes the feet of his disciples. 
And he speaks loving words to them: “Love 
one another. As I have loved you, so you 
also should love one another” (Jn 13:35). 
Both Jesus’ words and deed are compelling. 
They capture the essence of his legacy – a 
legacy not lost on Nano Nagle nor on any 
who follow in her footsteps.
In what way does Jesus’ words of love 
capture your heart these days? In what ways 
does Jesus’ simple, yet profound, deed of 
foot-washing inspire you?

‘The Gospel of Love’

My main ministry as a professor of Sacred 
Scripture at the Oblate School of Theology, 
San Antonio, Texas, is just one of the many 
ministries of the Presentation Sisters and 
Friends of Nano the USA. Since the founda-
tion of the Order, the flame of Nano’s legacy 
spread far and it spread quickly. Writing as 
early as 1875, Hutch captures its expansive-
ness well:

Dead in the flesh, she [Nano] lives 
in the hearts and hopes of ten 
millions … across the globe. She 
speaks beyond the Atlantic to the 
child of the hardy fisher[man] be-
yond the snows of Newfoundland. 
On the shores of the Pacific, her 
voice is heard in many a crowded 
audience among the miners in Cal-
ifornia. In Australia, on the banks 
of the Paramatta, among the orange 
groves of Sidney, and across the 
straits, in the streets of Tasmania; 
under the southern cross, as on the 
confines of the arctic regions, the 
living influence of this deceased 
female outlaw is felt. At home in 
her native Desmond, [Co. Cork] 
her name is uttered with benedic-
tion ….

 Since then, Nano’s legacy has been car-
ried to many more parts of the world and her 

life has touched more hearts than any of us 
can count. 

‘Love Makes Time, Love Makes Room’

I was privileged to lead several online ses-
sions for a group of over thirty Presentation 
Sisters in Temporary Vows from India, Ire-
land, Pakistan, Zambia and Zimbabwe. The 
topic assigned for the Virtual seminar was 
“Biblical Women and Women of Our Time – 
Role Models for Church and Society.” 

 In one session, we focused on the story 
in Mark’s Gospel of the Anointing of Jesus 
in Bethany by an unnamed woman (Mk 
14:3-9; cp. Mt 26:6-13). In this account, 
Jesus affirms the woman and tells those 
gathered in the house that “she has done a 
good thing for me.” I invited the Temporary 
Professed Sisters to reflect on the following 
sentences: “One good and beautiful thing 
Nano did was ….”; and, “One good and 
beautiful thing I did this past week was 
....” In the following week, we shared our 
reflections. A rich litany of goodness and 
beauty emerged. One Sister recalled how, 
when Nano opened the first house [convent] 
of the Order in 1777, she made room for 
over 50 beggars and served them at table 
on Christmas Eve (cf. Jn 2:10). Love makes 
room. Another Sister noted how it is said 
of Nano that “There wasn’t a garett [lowly 
hovel] in Cork that she did not visit.” Love 
makes time. During our sharing, we heard 
afresh the words of Jesus to those infuriated 
by the woman’s action of shattering the jar 
to release the ointment in order to anoint Je-
sus’ feet. Jesus says to them: “The poor you 
will always have with you … and whenever 
you wish you can do good to them” (Mk 
14:7). Through the story of this unnamed 
woman in the Gospel, Nano’s call to each of 
us came to life again: ‘Spend yourselves for 
the poor.’

Deep reflection on Scripture is one thing 
but one might ask can anything good come 
from reading fiction? Yes, it can. “Love 
makes room. There’s always more room for 
love,” a mother tells her son in the novel, 
Legacy. I think that just about sums up the 
wisdom Jesus offers in the Gospel stories of 
anointing. In addition to the Gospels, we are 
blessed to receive it from Nano Nagle as we 
ponder her living legacy today.
-Sister Anne O’Leary, PBVM

[1] Nora Roberts, Legacy. New York: St 
Martin’s Press, 2021.

[2] William Hutch, D.D., Nano Nagle: Her 
Life, Her Labours, and Their Fruits. Dublin: 
McGlashan & Gill, 1875. 
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Sister Anne OLeary 

Joy in being together again
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What if we …. Consciously love 
one another? We often say we love our 
neighbor.  At least, we think we do. The 
intention is there, right? But, how often 
does the thought go hand in hand with 
the right action? Are we consistent? 
Are we intentional? To honestly answer 
these questions, we have to be in touch 
with our inner voice. Even if we have to 
listen hard for it amidst all the external 
noise that sometimes muffles it. Living 
a contemplative life amplifies our inner 
voice and leads us to consciously love 
one another.

To live contemplatively today, as 
Nano Nagle dreamed, is to take a deep 
breath and then pausing in order to listen 
and “see” the world from a macroscopic 
landscape. It is then we embrace the dis-

order, injustice and chaos as a call to act 
in defense of all that is an extension of 
God’s divinity; to take action to correct 
wrongs and promote equitable justice 
for all. The outcome is that one becomes 
a stronger prophetic witness. Ultimately, 
this leads the way to walking the earth 
lightly, or at least, lighter than before. 

How can one best explain this inten-
tional lifestyle to those we serve? We do 
so by example. 

Presentation Ministry Center pro-
motes a contemplative life with holistic 
services and activities that promote a 
reflection on events that affect the com-
munity. One of these services includes 
individual and group sessions with our 
licensed therapist, John Dauer. He host-
ed a group session and luncheon in June 

to discuss the Uvalde School tragedy 
and other community concerns.

Another example of our center pro-
moting a contemplative lifestyle is by 
engaging in arts and crafts that require 
working with our hands like doing mac-
ramé and piñatas. We learned that these 
activities promote relaxation and bring 
about a sense of clearing one’s mind of 
negative stress. 

Our computer literacy teacher begins 
every class with a mindfulness quote 
and a recap of the student’s path to 
completing the course. Our team bears 
prophetic witnessing by voting for laws 
that are equitable for all, by collabo-
rating with stakeholders to bring about 
a positive immigration reform and by 
providing the light of education to our 
immigrant community. 

Our center is invested in walking 
lightly by way of recycling, decreasing 
consumerism and building a community 
garden. Texas A&M has been collabo-

rating with our preschoolers in planting 
veggies, fruits and herbs. They will be 
working with our parents on nutrition 
and preservation of food. The message 
being driven is that we have to reduce 
our carbon footprint and leave Earth a 
better place for the next generations. 
This is love for our neighbors in action.

-Cynthia Jasso, Presentation Ministry 
Center Director 

Children gardening

A contemplative life, prophetic witnessing, 
and walking the earth lightly:  What if we ….. 
Consciously love one another?

As a Catholic, I am challenged to live 
out Jesus’ command to “love one 
another.” It is challenging in many 

ways. I try to live up to this challenge as a 
person personally but also through the work 
of the Presentation Prayer Center (PPC).

 As the Director of the Prayer Center, I 
have tried, with the direct and unwavering 
support of the PPC Board of Directors, 
Presentation Associates and the Sisters, to 
put together programs and offer opportuni-
ties that support people to grow into their 
God-given vocations, and to offer events 
that educate toward justice. In these ways 
we try our best to love one another.

 Over these past few years, we at Presen-
tation Prayer Center have made a conscious 
effort to love one another by offering 
programs that bring light to the struggle 
of oppressed groups as well as provide an 
opportunity for people to grow and act for 
needed changes in ourselves, our community 
and our world.

 One of the ways we did this was by pro-
claiming through our Fall 2020 issue of our 
newsletter, Ponderings, a statement titled 
Black Lives Matter! Native Lives Matter! In 
it we wrote in part that “As Christians, we 

must come to terms with our national and 
(white) church histories, histories that have 
benefited from slavery and the colonialism 
of Indigenous lands. We cannot offer any 
excuse or justification for these actions and 
this legacy. We can only offer repentance 
and the work of an active faith that hears 
the cry of the oppressed, remembers our 
preferential option for the poor and strives 
to be in right relationship with the Beloved 
Community.”

At the Presentation Prayer Center our 
work of an active faith has included provid-
ing opportunities to deepen one’s relation-
ship with God through Centering Prayer, 
Spiritual Direction and a Women’s Retreat.

 This Fall, themes of loving one another 
and solidarity with the oppressed and hurt-
ing are seen in the book study of How Not to 
be Afraid where we will learn about “seven 
habits of hope and action for the common 
good” and in the class studying Richard 
Rohr’s Universal Christ, where participants 
will strive to set “intentions for becoming 
a more loving, engaged presence in the 
world.”

 Another book study will touch on a 
subject that I have a personal connection 

with, Hidden Mercy: AIDS, Catholics, and 
the Untold Stories of Compassion in the 
Face of Fear. In 1994, I was part of a group 
from my parish that joined an ecumenical 
ministry that served people dying from 
AIDS. My time in this ministry, although 
brief, was a great learning experience. Today 
I can recognize the intersectionality of the 
experience, and I am looking forward to 
learning more about these stories. LGBTQ 
lives matter!

 It has been an honor and pleasure to 
work with some amazing people in orga-
nizing a retreat that the Prayer Center will 
co-sponsor with a number of organizations 
November 4-5 on the Doctrine of Discovery. 
The purpose of the retreat is to support faith 
communities in learning about the Doctrine, 
understanding its real-life impacts on In-

digenous peoples, and acting with hope and 
courage to repudiate it.

On October 27th we will again meet in 
person for our annual brunch. The theme of 
loving one another comes out loud and clear 
through Nicole Phillips’ message of Practic-
ing Kindness in a Divisive Culture. Nicole is 
a dynamic speaker who will no doubt give 
everyone something to take home and think 
about. If you are interested in attending, go 
to https://bit.ly/3PNHZ4L

 As we try our best to love one another 
through the ministries of the Presentation 
Prayer Center, we pray that you find your 
best way of living out this commandment 
yourself. 

-Scott Mathern-Jacobson, Director Pre-
sentation Prayer Center

Women’s retreat summer-Clockwise from upper left: S. Roselima D’Costa, 
Elaine Mitzel, Sue Garaas, Barbara Edin, Kit O’Neill, Joan Edwards

Openness to Others Means 
Loving One Another  



Presentation Learning Center (PLC) 
summer school students and volun-
teers were invited to reflect upon and 

respond to the question, “How do we feel 
we show love for one another at the Cen-
ter?” Their responses show a deep respect 
and love for the sense of community that 
is generated in their lives: “We share life 
together, talking about whatever is happen-
ing in our lives, both the good and the bad. 
We support one another in everything, both 
among fellow students and our volunteers. 
We celebrate special days with parties and 

pot-lucks, which bring joy to us all.”
 Looking into another question, “How do 

we feel called to help others in our commu-
nity?” They spoke about their crocheting 
group which supplies blankets, caps and 
scarves to the homeless, migrants at the bor-
der and patients in local hospitals. The dance 
and singing groups perform for hospital 
patients at Christmas time. 

This fall, PLC opened to 85 students. 
Classes are well underway and include 
English as a second language, conversa-
tion, preparation for U.S. citizenship, math, 
science, social studies, computer, crafts and 

sewing.
Already the sewing and clothing design 

class is busy as they start to design beau-
tiful outfits for our annual spring fashion 
show. Fashion magazines are being re-
searched, measurements taken and designs 
drawn. The fashion show began 22 years 
ago as a way for the sewing students to 
present the fruits of their labor. This year’s 

theme is “Orient Express”. The show will 
be held on March 25, 2023.  Friends and 
supporters from all over Southern California 
attend this event which includes lunch and 
entertainment as well as the fashion show.

-Sister Jane Bonar, PBVM, Presentation 
Learning Center Administrator 
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In January of 2021, Presentation Part-
ners in Housing (PPiH) was designat-
ed as the primary access point for the 
Fargo-Moorhead region; this means 
PPiH screens and assesses all referrals 
for homeless prevention and diversion 
services. Following the initial triage and 
assessment, PPiH works with collabo-
rating partners to prioritize and target 
the most vulnerable households, house-
holds like Justin and Barb and Terry.
Justin has been homeless for the past 
two years. Bouncing from friends’ plac-
es to shelters, to sleeping outside, Justin 
was determined to find housing he could 
afford and that was close to his job at a 
gas station. After touring several places, 
Justin found the one he wanted which 
had everything he could hope for and 
was within his budget. While awaiting 
the background check to come through, 
Justin learned he owed a past due utility 
bill that he didn’t know existed. 
Looking back, Justin realized that when 
he and his then-girlfriend moved out of 
a previous unit, the utilities were not 
disconnected right away. This old bill 
was preventing Justin from moving into 
his new apartment and keeping him 
homeless. Justin worked with a Housing 
Stability Specialist at PPiH to negotiate 
with the landlord. Justin used his most 
recent paycheck to pay the old utility 

bill. PPiH agreed to pay $500 as a de-
posit to hold the unit until the utility bill 
was paid. Within days Justin was able to 
remove the barrier that was keeping him 
homeless. Justin moved into his new 
place and was determined to pay his 
rent on the first day of the month every 
month. Justin vowed never to become 
homeless again.
PPiH’s Housing Stability Specialists 
help divert people like Justin. Of the 
1,684 unique households screened in 
2021, 589 were experiencing home-
lessness at the time of their call.  Any 
household experiencing homelessness 
is offered a diversion focused screen-
ing by PPIH. This screening attempts 
to connect the household to temporary 
housing that does not result in emergen-
cy shelter entry. Diversion households 
are guided by PPiH’s Housing Stability 
Specialists to identify possible tempo-
rary options, even if only for a night or 
two, while more permanent options can 
be identified.
100% of the participants di-
verted by PPiH were able to be 
permanently housed.
 Barb and Terry were forced into early 
retirement due to health issues. After 
rent was increased by $100 each month 
they started to fall behind on all of 
their bills. Barb and Terry made sure to 

pay rent first from their social security 
payments. After food, medications and 
fuel they just didn’t have enough to pay 
the full electricity bill and one day they 
were disconnected. Barb went out and 
got a job working part-time at a hard-
ware store. Terry contacted PPiH and 
learned about programs to help low-in-
come households pay for electricity. 
Barb and Terry were approved for the 
help and worked with Housing Stability 
Specialists at PPiH to identify a realistic 
budget moving forward. They came to 
the conclusion that the rent was too high 
for them, and they would prefer to be on 
the ground level. The Housing Stability 
Specialist helped them  secure a new 
more affordable apartment with guar-
antee of assistance paying the security 
deposit. Barb and Terry can pay all of 
their bills and can even save enough to 
take their grandkids out to eat once a 
month.
PPiH’s Housing Stability Specialists 
help prevent people like Barb and Terry 
from ever losing their housing. Of the 

1,684 households PPiH screened in 
2021, 1,095 were on the verge of home-
lessness. The focus of this screening 
is to find ways to keep people in their 
current housing.  This result is less trau-
matic and less costly than experiencing 
eviction, homelessness and rebounding 
out of homelessness.

100% of prevention partici-
pants served by PPiH exited 
the program while permanently 
housed.
Over 300 years ago Nano Nagle walked 
the streets at night with love in her heart 
and a lantern to light her way.  Nano 
shined her light not through her words 
but through her deeds. Today, Presenta-
tion Partners in Housing serves as that 
same beacon of hope for those in need 
of housing. It is our commitment that 
everyone in our community has a safe 
place to call home.

-Cheri Gherkin,  Executive Director

Preparing Designs for Fashion Show

Presentation Partners in Housing

Presentation Learning 
Center, Watts, CA



“What does the Lord ask of you? 
To act justly, to love tenderly, and to walk 
humbly with your God.” (Micah 6:8 )

This meaning-filled quote from the Old 
Testament book of Micah can also be 
found in the Constitutions of the Pre-
sentation Sisters. It is just above C17 
which is the Constitution introducing the 
vowed life.  This quote from Scripture 
calls the Sisters (and all of us) to justice, 
love and humility. I take great inspira-
tion from this quote in my ministry as 
Director of Justice and Peace.
As I read through Our Way of Life, the 
Constitutions of the Sisters I see that 
love  is written 31 times! These Pre-
sentation Sisters live Jesus’ love!  They 
embody the love of Nano Nagle! What 
if we…consciously loved one another? 
Living out a life of conscious love is so 
sorely needed in a world where profit 
seems to matter more than people. In 
this article I would like to connect what 
is at-first-glance innocuous (mass-mar-
keting) with a huge violent sign of our 
times (mass-shootings).
The other evening my wife and I tuned 
into a black and white movie from the 
1940’s about a cool-looking detective. 
He was dressed in a fedora hat and 
slick-looking suit, he asked probing 

questions of suspects he was interview-
ing and…and, he smoked a cigarette 
while doing so. To cast that primary 
figure as one who smokes seemed to 
convey that smoking was cool, witty and 
oh-so-fashionable.
Gosh, we’ve even seen Sheriff Andy 
Taylor smoke cigarettes on reruns of the 
1960’s Andy Griffith show. Why was 
that? To convey that the Sheriff was a 
good-old-boy, a “normal” person, even 
so much as to casually drop his used 
cigarette-butt on the sidewalk in front 
of his office and instinctively step on it 
with his heel (never mind the littering).
What I’m trying to illustrate is that what 
was promoted, advertised and touted in 
former times is now seen in most circles 
as repulsive as someone’s fingernails 
raking across a chalkboard. After a 
direct link was made in 1964 connecting 
cigarette smoking and lung cancer, cig-
arette ads were taken off TV and radio 
in this country in 1970 and warning 
labels were put on magazine ads and on 
cigarette packages themselves.
Up until that time the tobacco industry 
had succeeded in pushing their product 
to soldiers in two world wars and to 
women in the 1920’s (as a way to get 
out from under patriarchy). They made 

use of celebrities and doctors to promote 
cigarettes.  The tobacco industry even 
marketed to children by way of candy 
cigarettes and by showing cartoon fig-
ures such as Fred Flintstone and Barney 
Rubble lighting up and puffing away.
Insidious. How many lives have been 
cut short by addiction to this product 
that was intentionally pushed?  How 
many people have been sickened by 
second-hand smoke? How does the 
mass-marketing of tobacco connect 
with mass-shootings in our day and 
time?
Weapons manufacturers have borrowed 
a page from the tobacco industry in pro-
moting their product (assault rifles) as 
cool, desirable and oh-so-fashionable.
Indeed, these weapons are promoted on 
the part of companies and politicians 
by utilizing images of toxic masculini-
ty. Promotion of assault rifles has even 
been targeted at children!
After the Sandy Hook school massacre, 
I was at a Catholic school fundraising 
dinner in Missouri and one of the auc-
tion items was an AR-15 rifle.  During 
the auction, this assault rifle was adver-
tised on stage by a young man in his 
late-teens looking quite tough and pos-
ing menacingly in an attempt to jack-up 

the appeal for this weapon and increase 
the bids.
All at a…Catholic...school…fundraiser.
What part of the term assault rifle do 
we not get? Or, are we deaf, not only 
to the term, but to the consequences of 
its allure and availability?  It seems we 
have indeed grown callous, insensitive, 
numb----as if mass-shootings are now 
normal, just part of the background. 
Just as accepted, not-thought-about and 
viewed as normal as cigarette smoking 
and its effects once were.
Pope Francis has warned that we live “...
in a world marked by a ‘globalization 
of indifference’ which makes us slowly 
inured to the suffering of others and 
closed in on ourselves.”  (Message of 
His Holiness Francis for the Celebration 
of the World Day of Peace)

 As Presentation People we are called to 
be just the opposite! 
 
(T)he compassionate heart of Jesus...
conveys our call to live in mutual love 
and unity...to stand with people in their 
struggles; to speak and act for justice 
and healing in the Church and world.  
(Our Way of Life C10)
 
How would Nano Nagle respond?
 
Let’s create a culture of life and love—
where  instruments of death such as 
cigarettes and assault rifles will be seen 
as repulsive…and certainly not viewed 
as fashionable nor as consumer products 
to be touted and pushed to others.  Let’s 
evoke a worldview where people (and 
all of Creation) can be placed ahead of 
profit.
 What if we…consciously loved one 
another?  May we respond wholeheart-
edly to the Lord’s request!  Let us live 
justice, love and humility.
 (Maurice Lange serves as Director of 
Justice and Peace. He sees that for us 
to deeply love, we need to listen.  He 
recently composed a series of short 
Reflections for the 2022 Season of Cre-
ation on the Pope’s theme of Listen to 
the Voice of Creation. These Reflections 
can be seen by going to https://pbvmu-
nion.org and then searching for “Season 
of Creation”.)
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Far Left: Maurice Lange conducting ecological education

Love One Another…is the antithesis to 
Mass-Marketing—Mass-Shootings
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What if … we consciously love one 
another?

Sister Joan O’Sullivan, PBVM, 
pondered this question until her last 
breath in April, 2022.  She saw this as an 
invitation to take seriously the parting 
words of our foundress, Nano Nagle, 
“Love one another.” Our Congregation-
al Gathering 2018, endorsed this counsel 
which  echoes the commandment that 
Jesus gave: “love the Lord your God 
… and love your neighbor.” She took 
to heart Pope Francis’ call to wake up 
the world, to become conscious of our 
presence in the world of today.

Joan, while she lived totally in the 
present, was attentive to the future. She 
was a woman of vision and wisdom. 
The words of Raphael Considine’s poem 
rang true for her: “LIFE” Be in it with 
me, Any moment, every moment, Alert 
for God’s “NOW.” She was always 
dreaming of something new and inspi-
rational and ever ready for new begin-
nings. Communicating and building 

relationships with others gave birth to 
her musings of creating a new vision for 
the congregation. She had the ability to 
take ideas and weave them into a tapes-
try that created something new and gave 

energy and enthusiasm to new ways of 
being.

 Joan was attentive to embracing the 
hard question: What if …we conscious-
ly love one another?  

This is a question that calls us daily to 
live into it.  As Rainer Marie Rilke says,

 “Try to love the questions themselves 
as if they were locked rooms or books 

written in a very foreign language. 
Don’t search for the answers, which 

could not be given to you now, 
because you would not be able to live 

with them.
And the point is to live everything. 

Live the questions now.”  

Gradually, the answer will come. The 
reality is always before us, the process is 
important and it is what happens along 
the journey to transformation.

Joan was attentive to God’s call. She 
pondered: Who am I called to love? 
Being the  Beloved of God, made in the 
image and likeness of God, were path-

ways to transformation for her. This was 
about becoming the person God called 
her to be in living her mission. Joan was 
aware that our transformation is vital 
in allowing something new to emerge. 
It was her dream to create the climate 
where we could recognize that this is 
the only way of being Alert to God’s 
NOW.  Her journey of faith, lived in 
relationships, enabled her through God’s 
grace to rise above the discord she en-
countered on the road of life. Her legacy 
of living is best expressed in a poem she 
wrote in 2020:

 
We are the ancestors called to give 

birth to the future,
to leave our footprints behind so that 

others may find their way
to God who is always waiting to wel-

come us home
to our true place of belonging as life 

continues to evolve.
 

-Sister Philippa Wall, PBVM 

IN MEMORY OF SISTER JOAN O’SULLIVAN, PBVM

Sister Joan O’Sullivan

This year we celebrated jubilees, anni-
versaries of profession of religious vows 
of poverty, chastity and obedience, of 
five of our sisters. Each of their stories 
is unique. Each has shared a nugget of 
wisdom that has guided her life.

Sisters Fidelma Lyne and Rosario 
Ryan: 70 years
Sister Fidelma was born in Killarney, 
Co. Kerry, Ireland. She entered the 

convent Oak Park, Tralee, Co. Kerry. 
In 1959 she received a call to educa-
tion ministry in southern CA where she 
currently resides. Her words of wisdom: 
“Wherever I am called, I will go.” 
Sister Rosario was born in Dublin, Co. 
Dublin, Ireland. She entered the convent 
in Bailieborough, Co. Cavan. She was 
called to education ministry in India, 
Pakistan, AZ, TX and southern CA 
where she currently resides. “I will go 
wherever I am 
asked to go,” is 
the wisdom she 
shares.

Sisters Cath-
erine Burke 
and Finbarr 
O’Driscoll: 60 
years
Sister Catherine 

was born in 
Oranmore, Co. 
Galway, Ireland. 
Like Sister Rosa-
rio, she entered 
the convent in 
Bailieborough. 
Her ministry led 
her to Pakistan 
and southern CA 
where she served in 
education and leadership. She continues 
to serve at Presentation Learning Center, 
Watts, CA. She says, “I’m gonna take 
today and live it and not worry about to-
morrow. If tomorrow comes, I’ll be right 
back where I started from. I’m gonna 
take each day and live it!”
Sister Finbarr was born in Bandon, Co. 
Cork, Ireland where she entered the 
convent. In 1961 she joined the mission 
in San Antonio, TX where she continues 
to reside. Like others, her ministry was 
in education. “Look for the miracles that 
happen everywhere,” is the motto by 
which she lives.

Sister Stella Olson: 25 years
Sister Stella was 
born in Mandan, 
North Dakota. 
Much of her 
early adult life 
was spent in 
various admin-
istrative support 
roles in health 
care. She has 
four children and 
after almost 25 years of marriage, she 
was divorced. She became an Associate 
of the Presentation Sisters in Fargo, ND. 
Several years later following a process 
of deep discernment, she was accepted 
into Sacred Heart Convent, Fargo.  After 
profession of vows she began work as a 
hospital chaplain. Later she worked in 
various community roles. She continues 
to reside in Sacred Heart Community, 
Fargo. She says, “Keep your heart open 
to the Spirit. Who knows what surprises 
may be in store for you.”
-Sister Francine Janousek, PBVM

Consecrated for Mission All the 
Days of Their  Lives
Celebrating 225 Years of Faithfulness

S. Fidelma LyneS. Rosario Ryan

S. Catherine Burke

S. Finbarr O’Driscoll

S. Stella Olson
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On Holy Saturday, we suffered a 
terrible loss when Sister Joan 
O’Sullivan’s Partnership with 

the Divine in this world reached frui-
tion and her spirit passed to eternal life. 
Having promoted the evolution of the 
Friends of Nano (FON) when she was 
on the US Unit leadership team (2014-
19), she continued her support as our 
Link Sister (2020-22). She was a woman 
of wisdom and vision who had a way 
of drawing you into her world from 
your first meeting. A pragmatic thinker, 
Sr. Joan was convinced of the need to 
establish structures that could guide the 
Friends of Nano into the future. That 
was accomplished during her tenure 
through the completion of Unit Guide-
lines and a Formation Program Outline. 
Drawing on her spiritual enlightenment, 
Sr. Joan envisioned and defined the 
elements of the formation program—all 
thematically linked by the Core Values.

  Although not adept at technology, 
she appreciated Zoom meetings as a tool 
for unifying our network and was instru-
mental in setting up our first unit-wide 
gathering for Sisters and FON featuring 
our Animator, Mary-Ann Greaney, as 
guest speaker. Unfortunately, she be-
came ill before the date was set, but we 
knew she would have said, “Carry on.”  
On April 23rd, Mary-Ann shared her 
experience with the Presentation Sisters 
in New Zealand and the way in which 
Nano’s legacy has impacted her spiritual 
life. Two small group sessions allowed 
participants to do likewise. The meeting 
ended with a tribute to Sr. Joan, which 
can be found at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=Ci8EnRlB8OM.

Sister Joan was memorialized in other 
ways, too. The students at St. Joseph’s 
school in Upland, California, planted a 
tree in her honor during a prayer service 
to commemorate Earth Day:  https://
youtu.be/-V8B8qoMvIE. Students from 
this school also recently donated the 
profits from their Walk-a-Thon—in the 
name of their young FON group—to the 
African Unit to be used by the sisters 
there for school books.

The Friends of Nano have also been 

fortunate enough to be invited to partic-
ipate in Garden of Oneness reflections 
with Father Diarmuid O’Murchu in 
Zambia in June (focused on the Holy 
Spirit) and in August, One Sacred Com-
munity: Walking Together.  Our Justice 
Director, Maurice Lange, consistently 
challenges us to eco-conversion through 
his reflections, as the Season of Creation 
is upon us.

 The Presentation Learning Center in 
Watts and the Ministry Center in San 
Antonio are up and running again with 
FON support. The resurrected Spring 
Fashion Show in Watts was a resound-
ing April success and was followed by 
the annual retreat facilitated by Sr. Mary 
Moloney in May. We are in collabora-
tion with the “Presentation Centro” in 
San Antonio where we really enjoyed 
supporting their Loteria (Spanish game 
similar to Bingo) fund-raisers in April 
and August. While these two Presenta-
tion centers support immigrants living 
in our communities, some of us in San 
Antonio assist migrants passing through 
our city after their release at the bor-
der by volunteering with the Interfaith 
Welcome Coalition (https://interfaith-
welcomecoalition.org/), which collabo-
rates with other local organizations like 
Catholic Charities. Efforts go beyond 
daily support at the local bus station and 
airport to include actions that advocate 
for systemic change. 

On August 9, the International Day 
of the World’s Indigenous Peoples, the 
International Presentation Association 
(IPA) sponsored a Virtual Prayer Ser-
vice, in which all FON were encouraged 
to participate. The group in Fargo has 
been heavily involved in seeking sys-
temic change for Indigenous Americans, 
as evidenced in this report from Kathy 
Hogan:
Remembrance and Healing:  Re-
building relationships  through un-
derstanding and acknowledgment

In July 2021 the Indigenous As-
sociation asked the Interfaith group 
and the Presentation Social Justice 
Collaborative to join them in Where 

are the Churches, a response to the 
Native American Boarding School 
crisis. Over the summer, 40 people 
(18 Presentation Associates/FON/
Sisters) participated in listening 
sessions. Each session began with 
the traditional native practice of 
blessing—smudging. Native Amer-
ican individuals shared their per-
sonal stories of the Boarding School 
experience and the impact on them 
as individuals, on their families and 
on their tribes.

These sessions were a powerful 
source of embedding the new-
ly-formed informal Remembrance 
and Healing group in the pain 
and tragedy of this history. These 
sessions were hard for everyone, 
but the group listened and began 
to grasp the depth of destruction 
caused by the government’s and 
churches’ policies of genocide.  

The group transitioned to finding 
ways to share this story throughout the 
community. Six community events were 
held: Doctrine of Discovery session; 
Role of the Tribal Historic Preserva-
tion Office; Remembrance and Healing 
Walk; Indigenous People’s Day events; 
Bitter Tears Webinar; and Where are the 
Churches webinar. Presentation Associ-
ates/FON have been involved in plan-
ning and/or participating in these events. 
The local paper has written six major 
stories on this issue. Seven Presentation 

Associates/FON continue to serve on 
the core committee. The Presentation 
Prayer Center is leading an effort to 
host a retreat in 2022 on the Doctrine of 
Discovery. The local Catholic Diocese 
established a working group to review 
their response to the Boarding School 
Crisis in April.

 On June 12th Fargo held its Annual 
Associate Day—a hybrid event—which 
allowed 110 people to participate! 
Presentation Justice Director, Maurice 
Lange, shared with the group a reflec-
tion on our call to live the charism 
through action. The theme for the event, 
“Threshold Moments,”was especially 
appropriate with the adoption of the 
revised Fargo area Constitution and 
Directives developed with input from 
75 Associates/Sisters/over the past 12 
months, the establishment of a civil cor-
porate entity and the election of the first 
Board of Directors.  These organiza-
tional milestones were the culmination 
of the work of a focus group tasked a 
year ago with visioning the future of the 
Presentation charism.  Sister Joan would 
be so proud! 

 Sr. Joan would also be thrilled by 
networking events on the horizon. 
More international Zoom opportunities 
with  IPA and our FON Animator are 
planned.. 

-Karen Sacre, Friend of Nano Unit 
Coordinator

Enjoying Loteria

Friends of Nano


