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Our Way of Life (Constitutions of the congregation) expresses our yearning for union 

with the Living God, present in mystery in the unfolding of creation, in its 

magnificence, beauty and wonder, in its darkness, pain, and woundedness (C3). The 

compassionate Heart of Jesus, a significant symbol for us, conveys our call to listen 

together with compassionate hearts to the Spirit of God in the cry of the Earth and of 

people made poor (cf., C10). 

 

Discerning the signs of our times, heeding Pope Francis’ call for ecological conversion 

and impelled by Our Way of Life and the Gospel, we, Union of Sisters of the 

Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, USA Unit, are committed to this Action Plan 

flowing from the spirit of Laudato Si.  Recognizing that caring for our Mother Earth 

requires much more than a quick or superficial remedy, we commit ourselves to a multi-

year plan.  In this our first year, we will particularly focus on these first two goals: 

responding to both (a) the Cry of the Earth and (b) the Cry of the Poor. 

 
Response to the Cry of the Earth: 

 

“This sister now cries out to us because of the harm we have inflicted on her by our 

irresponsible use and abuse of the goods with which God has endowed her.  

… the earth herself, burdened and laid waste, is among the most abandoned  

and maltreated of our poor.” ~ Laudato Si #2 

 

Goal Actions: 

 We will teach others by our example of responding to Earth’s cry. 

 We will continue to re-use, re-purpose, re-cycle and reduce use of plastics and 

be mindful of consumption of goods and energy. 

 We will contemplatively pray for Creation and use Laudato Si quotes in our 

prayer as well as continue our study and reflection on Laudato Si. 

 We will be more mindful of water usage. 
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Response to the Cry of the Poor: 

 

“A true ecological approach…must integrate questions of justice  

in debates on the environment, so as to hear both the cry of the earth  

and the cry of the poor.” ~ Laudato Si #49 

 

Goal Actions: 

 We grow in our awareness as to the causes of injustice that lead to increases in 

poverty and work with others for systemic change. 

 We will pray for those made poor as well as an end to violence and war. 

 We will collaborate with others to advocate for women and children, migrants, 

indigenous and people of color. 

 We will support organizations and groups that care for the poor through our 

donations as well as our financial and personnel support for our ministries. 

 
We set forth on this journey towards integral ecology with all peoples, emboldened by 

the charism of our foundress, Venerable Nano Nagle, and “her compassionate love for 

those in any kind of need. In fidelity to this founding spirit, the Congregation strives to 

be ever more aware of evolving movements and events which affect the total 

environment in which we live so that our responses are informed by the perspective of 

the most exploited and the most endangered. Proclaiming the reign of God, we strive in 

union with our associates, friends and co-workers, and with all who acclaim the 

sacredness of nature and the dignity of human life, to bring about a world of truth and 

goodness, of justice, love and peace as proclaimed by Jesus (Our Way of Life, p. v).” 

 


