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We now have an opportunity to provide a Light the Lan-
tern Virtual Gathering on the original dates, September 
24, 25 and 26. This will be open to any Presentation Per-
son who would like to participate; you do not have to 
attend the in-person gathering in 2021 to participate. 
This virtual event will take place September 24-26, 2020, 
and we are planning to meet for 2 1/2 hours on each of 
these dates. There is no charge for participation in this 
virtual gathering. 

We will begin each day (September 24 –26) at 8:30 a.m. 
Pacific / 10:30 a.m. Central / 11:30 a.m. Eastern / 1 p.m. 
Newfoundland and end at 11 a.m. Pacific / 1 p.m. Cen-
tral / 2 p.m. Eastern / 3:30 p.m. Newfoundland.  We in-
vite you to register for this opportunity so that we can 
continue to send you updated information about this 
exciting  opportunity.    

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3TLDYGQ 

Check out the Nano Nagle Facebook page 

(https://www.facebook.com/nano.nagle.7186) 

for posts made by the US Unit  

Justice and Peace Committee 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3TLDYGQ


 

Friends of Nano, Upland, CA 

Living our Lives with a Welcoming Heart  
 

Our Friends of Nano group has been a blessing!  We come 

together twice a month for prayer and faith sharing while 

learning and reflecting on the life of Nano Nagle.  This 

prayer group has helped us deepen our faith in God while 

challenging us to live our lives as Nano did...with welcom-

ing hearts, hearts full of compassion and care.  It’s this type 

of heart which is needed so desperately now during this dif-

ficult time.   

As we set out to follow in Nano’s footsteps in the midst of 

this pandemic, our focus has been on putting our compas-

sion and care for others into action. Knowing that many of 

the seniors in our parish have been experiencing isolation, 

we began a ministry where volunteers reached out to those 

most vulnerable.  When contacting these parishioners, we let 

them know we were keeping them in prayer and were 

available should they need our assistance in running errands. 

While we found ourselves picking up groceries for some or 

getting refills of meds for others, this ministry seemed to be 

more about making connections.  We heard stories of peo-

ple’s experiences as many were anxious to share what they 

were going through.  We realized this human connection 

was greatly appreciated.  It was a simple act of kindness, a 

simple way of sharing  compassion that was so characteristic 

of Nano. It was a simple way of sharing our welcoming 

heart. 

We have also been given the opportunity to lector at Masses 

which are put online.  Our friend, Fr. John Roche, MSC, 

celebrates these liturgies daily for those who cannot attend 

in person.  We know that Mass is a precious gift as the  

 

Eucharistic celebration is the source and center of our spiri-

tual lives. Being able to take part in the liturgies allows us to 

receive the spiritual riches of consolation, confidence, 

peace, and spiritual strength...all gifts that are especially 

needed at this time.  Many of the seniors have expressed 

how thankful they are to be able to join us in these Masses.  

It has been another way of sharing the light of Nano and 

sharing in her welcoming heart!   

 This lockdown has given us many opportunities to reach 

out to others, but more importantly it’s given us time to an-

swer the call that God has always had for us...the call to be 

Christ’s light to those who are especially close to us, our 

family and friends.  What a unique time it is where the busy-

ness of our lives has stopped for a while, and we have been 

able to put our energy into being the living expression of 

God’s love with those around us.  Calling a friend, spending 

time with a parent, bringing flowers to a neighbor are small 

acts, but these acts have brought great joy. 

 I am thankful for our Friends of Nano group which has 

strengthened us in our faith and connected us to the life of 

Nano Nagle.  This group has helped to open the door to our 

hearts and dwell in the intimate presence of our God.  May 

we live each day as Nano did.  May we live each day with a 

WELCOMING HEART!   



 

 

 

 
Presentation Learning Center 

 

In mid- March 2020, Presentation Learning Center 

closed its doors for what was expected to be a slightly 

longer than usual Easter break. However, as the weeks 

went by, we learned that this pandemic is more persis-

tent and more widespread than we had imagined.  

While staying home our Friends of Nano opened up 

their sewing machines, and designed and created color-

ful protective masks for their families and for all of us.  

Another creative person is making the cutest baby 

clothes for donation to Harbor UCLA Medical Center in 

Los Angeles. Knitting and crocheting continue as beau-

tiful baby caps are made for children with cancer, and 

lap rugs are made for seniors in our local convalescent 

home.  

Friends of Nano, Los Angeles, CA 

 

Weekly, several Friends of Nano have made financials do-

nations so that gift cards could be provided for needy 

families in our area, especially families suffering job 

losses. Additionally, they came and served in the daily 

food distribution as well.  

At the moment, 30 Friends of Nano are preparing to teach 

English-as-a-Second Language and U.S. Citizenship 

classes virtually, so that classes can continue while social 

distancing. We are planning on starting classes on August 

31. Emma, the center's new Curriculum Coordinator, is 

preparing teacher materials and resources for the teachers, 

so they can teach from home. Teachers and adult students 

alike are excited about participating in this new way of 

learning. However, all of us look forward to the day when 

we can have classes in person again.  

New Friends of Nano are being initiated into our charism 

by reading books on Nano and the Presentation Congrega-

tion as well as meeting regularly.  We are now all experts 

on Zoom gatherings! 

 

  



 

Friends of Nano, San Bruno, CA

The year was 1971 when a small group of Sisters came to 

St. Robert’s in San Bruno, CA.  They were originally    

invited to teach in our parish school, but because of their 

spiritual talents and heart-warming personalities, they 

reached out teaching CCD, Adult Religious Education 

(including RCIA), Bible and Scripture Study, ministering 

to the sick (in homes & hospitals), and the Liturgies of 

prayer, music, and singing. 

The community of St. Robert’s took them under their 

wing and everyone flourished from having them being in 

our parish. Sister Ita Cleary passed away in 2017 and was 

the last of the original Sisters sent in 1971.  In August, 

2010, Sr. Ita invited us to become Presentation Associ-

ates.  Joanne Bartolotti, Ann Buelow, Sophia Chester, 

Marci Elmore, Diane Interdonato, Peggy Kellogg 

(deceased), Florence Martinez, Donna McMorrow, Pat 

Mooney, Noreen Mutz, Mary Nunnery, Margie Renault,  

    Sr. Antonio Heaphy      Sr. Vianney Buckley      Sr. Patricia O’Sullivan  

 

and Loretta Root all answered the call.  Meetings were 

held once a month and with the passing of Sr. Ita, our 

beloved Sr. Patricia took over the task of instructing us 

in the mission of Nano Nagle.   

It is with bittersweet feelings that next month our        

beloved Sisters will leave St. Robert’s to join their    

Presentation Community in San Antonio, TX, at the 

Villa de San Antonio facility.  Our parishioners’ hearts 

are heavy with the idea of not being able to see or visit 

them on a regular basis, but deep down realize the move 

is in their best interest for their well-being and safety.  

Thank you, Sisters Antonio, Patricia, and Vianney for 

blessing us with your presence.  As Presentation Associ-

ates, we plan to come together in the future (if and 

when “normal” becomes a reality) and meet to carry on 

the tradition of learning and practicing the mission of 

Nano Nagle. 

Can you find Sr. Antonio and Sr. Patricia in 

this old picture taken in San Antonio? 



 

On Saturday, August 30, 2020, the San Bruno, PBVM Asso-

ciates bid a very fond farewell to the Presentation Sisters. 

In 1970 four Presentation Sisters arrived in San Bruno from 

Thurles, Ireland. During the past 50 years the Presentation 

Charism and presence was very active and life-giving in the 

parish and neighborhood. The Sisters worked in Saint 

Robert's School and CCD, with the Sick and Homebound 

and various other ministries. 

Due to Covid 19 restrictions 

the parish was unable to host 

a Farewell Party, so our 

faithful and creative Associ-

ates hosted a delightful pic-

nic in the San Bruno Community Park. We followed all the 

San Mateo Covid 19 Guidelines ....each bringing her own 

drink, hand sanitizer, and folding chair etc. The theme of the 

Picnic was "We're Companions on the Journey". 

Sisters Antonio and Patricia and about twelve Associates en-

joyed Californian weather, picnic food and friendship. Sister 

Vianney, our third community 

member, was not permitted to 

attend due to Covid 19 regu-

lations. It was a true blessing 

to meet and visit again with 

so many good friends after 

months of Covid "shut down". 

We, Antonio and Patricia, presented each  Associate with a 

little Lantern as a symbol of her willingness to carry on 

Nano mission.  Mary Nunnery graciously agreed to con-

tinue as their leader. Thank you, Mary, and all our Associ-

ates. May God bless you and may Nano watch over all of 

you.  (Submitted by Sister Patricia O’Sullivan, San Bruno Link Sister)  

Farewell Picnic for the San Bruno Sisters 

 

Friends of Nano, San Antonio, TX 

Closing a Chapter 

This was Sr. Antonio’s and Sr. Patricia’s first 

home in the U.S., in San Antonio, Texas. 

Sadly, the lower ceiling of this 100+-year-old building on 

the Presentation convent grounds on Callaghan Road col-

lapsed in May 2019.  Fortunately, the sisters were in bed and 

no one was injured! The Province Motherhouse and some 

other buildings are also located on this gorgeous live oak-

shaded property, where Saint Mother Teresa stayed when 

she visited San  Antonio in 1976.   

The Congregation is selling this site, where many of us at-

tended kindergarten and where the Friends of Nano held our 

meetings, Christmas gatherings, and commitment ceremo-

nies.  Some of the sisters have moved to the Villa de San 

Antonio and some to a private house in the same neighbor-

hood as the new provincial house.   

The pandemic has been a time of loss and grieving on so 

many levels.  As soon as the summer heat relents, we hope 

to meet on the grounds one last time—to raise a glass, offer 

a prayer, and bid farewell to an indelible part of our past. 



 

Presentation Ministry Center 

San Antonio 

Nano’s mission is carried on in the Presentation Ministry 

Center, which is reopening virtually after Labor Day with 

class offerings in ESL, Citizenship, GED, Fitness, computer 

skills, crocheting, sewing, gardening, and arts and crafts. 

The Friends of Nano support this mission in addition to 

meeting monthly for prayer, networking, and formation.  

Some of us who were very actively aiding refugees and asy-

lum seekers have had to take a step back with the border 

closure amid the pandemic.  Our activism has taken the form 

of racial and immigrant justice advocacy through letter-

writing, phone calls, and social media posts, as well as par-

ticipation in some car caravans.   

Some people are also conscien-

tiously working to get out the 

vote by joining the John Lewis 

Non-Violent Movement to urge 

people to request mail-in ballots 

when eligible and to utilize their 

political power.   

The Statue of Nano 

that was in front of 

the Motherhouse 

has been moved to 

the prayer garden 

at St. Gregory 

school, where only 

one of the original 

sisters from Ireland 

—Sr. Cabrini—

still works. 

 

Friends of Nano, Cypress, CA 

B r i d g e  o f  L i g h t  

On February 8, the Feast of St. Josephine Burkita, Friends of 

Nano in Cypress participated in a Candlelight Solidarity 

Walk for human trafficking victims. The procession in-

cluded Taize prayer and song, with stops at the statues of 

Venerable Nano Nagle, Our Lady of Guadalupe, and other 

stations.  This was followed by guest speakers, including a 

Senator, letter-signing and fundraising through the sale of 

Fair Trade items. 

Social Justice Activity—BC (Before COVID) 

Did you know?   

The US Unit Justice and 

Peace Committee has two 

main focal points in 2020: 

1. Human Trafficking and 

Immigration 

2. Climate Change 

Social Justice Activity—DC (During COVID) 

Though the pandemic has precluded traditional protests, in 

San Antonio some of us continue to stand up for immigrant 

rights through Zoom meetings with other local justice advo-

cates, monthly letter-writing campaigns to state and local 

representatives, and participation in alternative forms of pro-

test like the April 19 caravan 

of honking cars with signs 

like “Free Them All” circling 

the ICE office and the May 1 

event to support the rights of 

workers and protest evictions. 

********************************************************* 



 

Friends of Nano, Fargo, ND 

Becoming Present  

This was the theme of the modified 2020 Associate/FON  

Day in Fargo.  We met outside on the Convent lawn with so-

cial distancing throughout the day.  We had over 90 partici-

pants: 21 sisters; 32 associates; 9 guests and 35 virtual par-

ticipants watching via Facebook.  Associate Laetitia Mizero-

Hellerud reflected on how the confusion, fear, and isolation 

of the new normal asks us to reflect on God’s invitation in 

this time.  Paul calls us to put on compassionate hearts, kind-

ness, humility, meekness and patience in Colossians 3.  We 

must take each moment and situation to truly listen and see 

God in each other and in our world. 

The highlight of the day was the welcoming of six new As-

sociates/FON to make their first commitment.  This is the 

first group in our 40-year history that the majority of the 

class was men. A day filled with joy and love! 
 

 

 

 

 

Margy Hines, Sean Coffman, Artini Beauchamp, Tony Maritato,      

Joel Friesz, Randy Lewis 

Note:  This very active group has a private Facebook page, 

Associates of the Presentation Sisters of Fargo, (https://

www.facebook.com/groups/1873327626246353) which you 

can request to join.  Kathy Hogan posts frequently and 

shares pictures and videos of their events. 

 

Resources for the Friends of Nano  

Publications on Nano, her life and spirituality : 

Becoming Light:  A 21st century Retelling of the Life of Nano 

Nagle in Prose and Poetry, by Barbara Ressler (2018) 

Nano Nagle:  The Life and the Legacy, by Deirdre Raftery, Ca-

triona Delaney and Catherine Nowlan-Roebuck  (2018) 

Nano Nagle and An Evolving Charism, by Bernadette Flanagan, 

Mary T. O’Brien and Anne M. O’Leary  (2017) 

A Dream Unfolds:  The Story of Nano Nagle, by Noela Fox (2016) 

Nano’s Pilgrim Artist, by Eleanor E Yates (2015) 

One Pace Beyond, the Life of Nano Nagle, by M. Raphael Con-

sedine, PBVM (2006) 

Not Words, But Deeds:  Nano Nagle's Daring Venture and the 

Founding of the Presentation Sisters, by Sister Corona Wyse, 

PBVM (2006) 

Nano Nagle, Woman of the Gospel, by Sr. Mary Pius O’Farrell 

(96) 

Fire on the Earth, by M. Raphael Consedine, PBVM (1988) 

Listening Journey, by M. Raphael Consedine, PBVM (1983) 

The Letters of Nano Nagle are available on the Union Website:   

      http://www.pbvm.org/resources/nano-nagle-letters/9/.  

Information on the FON, Editions of Nano’s Echo (back to Easter 

2015) and material on Sustainable Development Goals, are also on the 

Union website: http://www.pbvm.org/resources/. 

Websites: 

Union of Presentation Sisters:  http://www.pbvm.org/  

US Unit of the Union:  http://pbvmunion.org/   

IPA:  http://internationalpresentationassociation.org/  

Conference:  http://pbvmconference.org/   

Nano Nagle:  http://nanonagle.org/ 

Nano Nagle Place:  http://nanonagleplace.ie/ 

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Deirdre+Raftery&search-alias=books&field-author=Deirdre+Raftery&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&text=Catriona+Delaney&search-alias=books&field-author=Catriona+Delaney&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&text=Catriona+Delaney&search-alias=books&field-author=Catriona+Delaney&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_3?ie=UTF8&text=Catherine+Nowlan-Roebuck&search-alias=books&field-author=Catherine+Nowlan-Roebuck&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&text=Catriona+Delaney&search-alias=books&field-author=Catriona+Delaney&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Bernadette+Flanagan&search-alias=books&field-author=Bernadette+Flanagan&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Bernadette+Flanagan&search-alias=books&field-author=Bernadette+Flanagan&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Noela+Fox&search-alias=books&field-author=Noela+Fox&sort=relevancerank
http://www.pbvm.org/resources/nano-nagle-letters/9/
http://www.pbvm.org/resources/
http://www.pbvm.org/
http://pbvmunion.org/
http://internationalpresentationassociation.org/
http://pbvmconference.org/
http://nanonagleplace.ie/

