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A GLIMPSE OF THE CELEBRATION OF
THE FUSION OF FARGO INTO UNION

“W

e came together from far
and near, old and young,
tall and short, and
together we came to know and experience the peace and freedom of being in
union. We experience a moment of what
is and what is yet to come. Eye has not
yet seen and ear has not yet heard what
awaits us who come together in union.
Whatever it may be, it is a new Pentecost.” So S. Petronilla Metzger reflected
when asked to say a few words about
the fusion.
The celebration of the fusion began
days before the ritual on July 22, when
sisters from many countries and states
started arriving in Fargo. By all accounts we should have been strangers
and yet, as S. Mary O’Brien (South
West, Ireland) said, “We feel at home
with people we have never met before.
It’s the intangible called charism becoming tangible.” S. Georgiana Sprunk
added, “I feel like a family coming
home, like we’ve always known each
other.” An image that has emerged
previously is that of twins separated at

birth and now reunited.
On July 21, the eve before the BIG
day, Presentation Associates and Sisters
gathered for Holden Evening Prayer.
It was a very solemn evening prayer
which ended with the sign of peace. The
chapel at Sacred Heart Convent erupted
with joy, smiles and laughter—all one
big family. Afterwards, we moved to the
convent dining room for a champagne
toast led by S. Mary Margaret Mooney.
“The spirit of joy is alive and very apparent as we celebrate Nano’s wish,” S.
Antonio Heaphy (USA) commented.
The day of the ritual, July 22, the
foundation day of the Fargo congregation, began with Morning Prayer and
the celebration of the Eucharist. Soon
after lunch, sisters started leaving for
the chapel at Riverview Place where the
fusion ritual was held. There was a moment of levity as S. Pauline Egan was
heard saying to one of the senior sisters,
“You’re going a North Dakotan; you’re
coming back international.”
The ritual began with the procession
of symbols: six lanterns (first three
were brought forward by sisters from

S. Josephine James, Thailand, carries a clay pot, symbol of hospitality and welcome
Fargo, the next three were by Union
sisters), a biography of Nano Nagle
and a manual for mistresses of novices
which had been brought from Ireland
by the Fargo foundresses, the Holy
Rule brought by the foundresses from
Ireland, the current Fargo Constitutions,
the Congregational Gathering 2012
Directions, a large rosary worn as
a part of the original habit of the
sisters, flowers, ferns, clay pot, fusion
decree from Rome, and the Book of
the Gospels. The presentation of the
symbols was interspersed with singing
the refrain: “This is the day the Lord
has made; let us rejoice and be glad.”

Solemn but quiet joy-filled sacredness
enveloped the whole ritual, from
beginning to finish. As the last verse of
the recessional, “We Walk One,” was
sung, the six lanterns were brought
out, two by two, by one Fargo and one
Union. Lisa Olson, Executive Assistant
of the Conference of Presentation
Sisters, said: “What a wonderful and
moving ceremony! I was particularly
moved by the processional and
recessional. The mixture of sisters and
fusing of those from Fargo and Union in
the recessional was very symbolic. You
could feel and see the true meaning of
fusion. Beautiful!”
Both the reflection on the journey
to fusion given by S. Mary Margaret
Mooney and the Union response to
the decree by S. Mary Deane (Union
leader) were very powerful. S. Lorraine
Schmaltz (Fargo) commented: “S. Mary
Margaret gave the past to the present,
and S. Mary Deane gave us the vision
of the past into the future.”
Everyone is in agreement! The ritual
for the fusion of Fargo and Union was
inspiring, beautiful, wonderful, very
meaningful, joyful, uplifting, very moving, hopeful, life-giving, full of energy,
enriching.
Now we go forth as ONE!
-S. Jocelyn Quijano
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Times, they are a changing

Acorn blossoms

W

hile the ACORN is not quite
“retirement” age, it is not far
from it. Begun in the early
1950s as an internal communication
medium for the Sisters of the Presentation, Fargo, it went into hibernation
for a few years only to emerge as a tool
for communication not only among the
sisters but also with their friends, families, and benefactors. Over the years,
it has (like most of its readers) changed
in appearance and size but maintained
its identity as a connection between and
among Presentation family
and friends.

L-R Associates Mary Jo Lewis and Ellen Mahli

Ad sum. Here I am!

I

was privileged to make my perpetual
commitment as an Associate of the
Union of the Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary at Sunday Liturgy at Sacred Heart Convent
on May 5, 2013. Yes, the understanding
that my commitment is to the Union
was not lost on me!
This sacred calling was witnessed by
many of the Presentation Sisters and Associates and by my husband, Randy, and
son, Aaron. I cannot begin to describe
the sense of the Holy that was evoked
by the ceremony as well as the journey.
Associate Don Smith and S. Francine
guided me and Associate Ellen Mahli
accompanied me in a deep and meaningful spiritual walk in Nano’s path. I could
feel the light and warmth from all who
held their lanterns for me…guiding me,
nurturing me, praying for and with me
and in sharing their journeys with me.

My path discerning perpetual commitment was not a linear journey but
one of gradually seeing with clearing vision the faith of others, professed sisters
and associates, and increasingly coming
to understand my place in the midst of
this community of faith-filled pilgrims.
I have come to more surely “trust in
God” because of those journeys I have
been honored and privileged to witness.
While I don’t know the exact path of
my journey from here, I do know that I
walk one with the sisters and associates
of Nano. I know that together we support each other in doing what needs to
be done…lighting each others’ paths…
supporting each other to know in the
“unknowing” that we are called by God.
And, together we answer, Ad sum!!

Now it has come
to another stage in
its life. With the
fusion of the
Fargo congregation and
the Union of
Presentation
Sisters, will
the ACORN,
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go into hibernation once again, undergo a metamorphosis, or enter eternal
rest? Whatever the result of the current
deliberations about communication in
the newly expanded USA Province of
the Union, this is the last issue of the
ACORN that you will receive in its
current form—a newsprint version of
greetings, gossip, and gratitude from
PBVMs and their associates rooted in
Fargo and doing what needs to be done
wherever.
Thank you for your past readership
and please be open to the
likelihood of a communication vehicle
(the ACORN
or something
else) serving
the entire
province
and arriving sooner
or later in
a mailbox
near you.

Cousin of Sister Petronilla Metzger
the

acorn
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Sister M.
Anne Louise
Hablas

S

ister M. Anne Louise Hablas, age
87, died Sunday, September 29,
2013. Barbara Hablas was born
December 4, 1925, to Anne Shinners
Hablas and Louis Hablas in Fargo. She
is survived by five sisters—Mary Vik,
St. Paul, MN; Anne Marchione, Medford, OR; Fran (Al) Venditto, Warwick,
RI; Catherine (Bill) Bernard, Willmar,
MN; and Ruth , Amesbury, MA; a
brother, Louis (Kate), Tilton, IL, and the
members of her religious congregation.
She was preceded in death by her brother, John, and brothers-in-law, Vincent
Vik and Rocco Marchione.
A graduate of St. Anthony’s School
and of Sacred Heart Academy, Barbara
entered the Order of the Presentation
Sisters, received the name, Sister M.
Anne Louise, and made Profession of
Vows in 1946. She majored in social
studies and received her undergraduate
degree from the College of St. Scholastica. Her graduate degree which she
received from The Catholic University
of America was in history. She did
further study in theology and scripture
at St. Paul’s University, St. Norbert’s
College, St. Louis University, and Notre
Dame University.
S. Anne taught at Shanley High
School for 13 years and at St. James
Academy, New Rockford, ND for two
years. Following her teaching ministry,
S. Anne was a pastoral associate at St.
Mary’s Cathedral, Fargo from 1976 to
1980. She then embarked on a 23 year

Bill Sauvageau was honored for his 24 years of service in maintenance at
Presentation Center/Sacred Heart Convent. He is congratulated by S. Mary
Margaret Mooney.

Welcome, Sister Katherine Fennell

S

ister Katherine Fennell, PBVM,
of the US Province of Presentation Sisters is getting settled in
her office in Fargo. She comes from
Long beach, MS to become the House
and Hospitality Coordinator of PresenFALL 2013

tation Center which includes Sacred
Heart Convent and its communities, and
offices for congregational ministries of
Presentation Prayer Center, Presentation Partners in Housing, Development,
Finance, and Associates.
the

Born in Laois, Ireland, she entered the
Presentation community in Killenard,
Portarlington almost 50 years ago.
After spending her early years teaching
elementary school in Ireland, and eventually becoming principal, she received
an invitation to teach in New Orleans,
LA. She seized this chance to travel
and departed for America in 1980.This
venture was to be for three years, but 33
years later she continues to minister in
the United States.
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journey with the people of Appalachia
establishing literacy programs, facilitating delivery of technical and higher
education programs to rural areas, and
working with such groups as Save Our
Cumberland Mountains, Alternatives,
VISTA, Mountain Women’s Exchange,
and the Knoxville Diocese Office of
Justice-Peace-Integrity of Creation.
From 2006 to 2011 she served in the
Presentation Peace and Justice Office
in Fargo. Sister Anne also served her
congregation as novice director from
1964-1970 and as president from 19921995.
Her work gained the attention of
such diverse groups as the Highlander
Center of Adult Education Research
which sponsored her participation in
a fact-finding trip to Nicaragua, the
Scripps Howard Foundation which
honored her with an award for her work
in promoting literacy, state troopers who
arrested her for her presence at an anti-nuclear demonstration, the Oak Ridge
Environmental Peace Alliance who
presented her its Peacemaker Award ,
and The Fargo Forum from which she
received a Golden Pen award.

Among her other prior ministries,
she worked as Director of Emergency
Assistance in the diocese of Biloxi, MS
and was instrumental in creating Mercy
Housing and Development, Inc. She
continues to serve on several national
boards. She has served as a member of
the Province Leadership Team. She is
the treasurer of the province.
We warmly welcome S. Katherine to
Fargo, ND. May her ministry among
and with us bring her much joy and
peace.
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Celebrating 185 Years of
Service

BISHOP JOHN FOLDA (CENTER), newly appointed bishop of the Fargo
Diocese, celebrated Eucharist July 17 at Sacred Heart Convent. Following
Eucharist he joined the leadership of diocesan women religious for lunch.
Present were Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary (PBVM),
Fargo; Sisters of Mary of the Presentation (SMP), Valley City; and Franciscan Sisters of Dillingen, (OSF), Hankinson.
L-R: Ss. Rose Therese Sevigny, SMP, Carol Jean Kuntz, SMP, Suzanne Stahl,
SMP; Francine Janousek, PBVM; Sharon Altendorf, PBVM; Ann Marie
Friederichs, OSF; Anne O’Brien, PBVM; Mary Margaret Mooney, PBVM; Rev.
Luke Meyer, Chancellor

Associate Don Smith

A

ssociate Donald A. Smith
Passed away on August 31,
2013. He was born December
23, 1935 in Hudson, WI. He obtained
his PhD in electrical Engineering and
was professor at North Dakota State
University, Fargo until his retirement.
In 1988 he married JoEllen Leintz
Kranz. In 1996 he and JoEllen became
Associates of the Presentation Sisters.
In 2004, they made perpetual commitment as Associates. He was appointed
as the first lay Co-Director of Associates
in that same year.
He was preceded in death by his
parents, his son, Michael, and granddaughter, Samantha. He is survived by
his wife, JoEllen, his children, Daniel
Smith (Paula), Littleton, CO; Teresa
(Randy) Houkom, Fargo; Susan Houkom, Fargo; Anne (Jon) Gossett, Fargo;
Jessica Smith, (Fargo); stepchildren,
Charlie Kranz (Bobbi), Phoenix, AZ;
Nicholas Kranz (Erica), Fargo; and
Melissa (Brandon) Johnson (Williston,
4

Associate Don Smith
ND), twelve grandchildren, and three
great grandchildren. He was also a beloved Tio to five chicas in Phoenix, AZ.
the

L-R: S. Irene Schuster, Frances O’Neill and Gertrude Massine

F

amily and friends gathered on
August 16 to celebrate with Sister
Gertrude Massine the golden
jubilee of her religious profession. Rev.
Duaine Cote was celebrant of the Mass
and Rev. Leo Stelten preached the homily. Other concelebrants were Msgr. Val
Gross and Msgr. Wendelyn Vetter. Mass
and the dinner following were at Sacred
Heart Convent, Fargo.
Born in Rugby, ND, S. Gertrude was
a member of Mount Carmel Parish,
Balta, ND when she entered religious
life. She has served the people of God
in food service at hospitals of the order
and at Cardinal Muench Seminary,
Fargo, as well as in nursing service at
the Carrington and Park River Hospitals and at Villa Maria in Fargo. Since
1991 Sister has been a licensed massage
therapist at Riverview Place.
The previous day, August 15, Ss.
Irene Schuster (formerly S. Loretta)
and Frances O’Neill (formerly S. Maria
Goretti) observed, respectively, the 65th
and 60th anniversaries of their professions with a community celebration at
Sacred Heart Convent. S. Irene was a
member of Holy Trinity Parish, Fingal,
ND, when she entered religious life. She
taught in parish schools in Fargo, Langdon, and New Rockford from 1946 to

acorn

1981 with a two year interruption when
she served as a catechist at a mission
in Mexico. For the next 27 years she
served as a pastoral minister and chaplain in Belfield, Langdon, Slayton, MN,
St. Thomas, and Park River. Since 2008
she has provided hospitality to guests
at Sacred Heart Convent and been a
resident visitor at Riverview Place.
S. Frances O’Neill was a member
of the Parish of St. John, Limerick,
Ireland, when she crossed the ocean to
join the Presentation Sisters. S. Frances
taught in grade schools in Fargo and in
Shanley (Fargo), St. Alphonsus (Langdon), and St. Edmonds (Ft. Dodge, IA)
high schools. Following outreach work
in Jellico TN, she served as administrator of Riverview Place. After that she
did pastoral work at Wild Rice, Harriman TN, and Poplar Bluff, MO. From
2005-2009 S. Frances was President of
the Sisters of the Presentation in Fargo.
Currently she is a resident visitor at
Riverview Place.
Friends, families, people served,
and the Congregation of the Sisters of
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
give thanks to God for the blessings
received through the 185 years of faithfulness and vowed service of these three
women.
FALL 2013

Fargo Associates Gather

A

wakening to the Mystery of God:
Listening to the Call of the Spirit
was the theme for the Annual
Associates Day, June 8 at Presentation
Center, Fargo. It was an historical occasion since this was the first time “our”
Associates made their commitment to
the Union of Sisters of the Presentation
of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Six Associates shared their reflections
on portions of the 2012 Union Direction
Statement. It is hard to imagine that
a contemplative spirit could so easily
co-exist with the joy and delight of being together for this yearly event—yet
so it was.
Welcomed into Association were
David Beauchamp, Suellen Dusek, and
Tom Ortmeier.
David Beauchamp: My life was
started in a large warm extended family
of cousins, uncles and aunts. I lived
with a single aunt and was always
welcomed by extended family members. We were farmers who believed in
a basic sharing to the extent possible. I
am 72 and not sure what I will be when
I grow up!
I attended St Alphonsus School in
Langdon, ND, taught by Presentation
Sisters and graduating in 1958. That
Fall I attended St John’s University,
Collegeville, MN graduating 1962.
My work was in a wide variety of
fields: social services, education, legislation, finance and investing. As active
member of our local Catholic parish
over 25 years I was chair or member a
number of committees: Social Justice,
Finance, Parish Council and Trustee.
Having lived in a Catholic environment it was easy to find comfort and enjoyment with the Presentation Sisters. S.
Donna Jean Chaput was a distant cousin
and we had a few casual conversations
over the years
My aunt was a French Presentation
Sister in Guernsey, England most of
her life but she kept a warm connection
which gave me opportunity to spend
some time with her and to bring my
wife, a native of Bali, Indonesia to meet
her on our trip from Indonesia to the
USA. We are now married 46 years with
two children and four grand children all
living in California.
When it was suggested by a current
Associate that I should join the PresenFALL 2013

tation Sisters as an Associate, my life
experience gave me the knowledge that
this was an excellent place to continue
the task of growing up.
Sue Ellen Dusek: My name is Suellen and I’m married to Steve. We have
four children: Nick, Katie, Caleb and
Abby. Nick graduated from NDSU last
year; Katie is a junior at St. Catherine
University, St. Paul; and Caleb and
Abby just completed their first year at
Shanley High School. It has been a year
of change and new beginnings for us, as
we recently moved to West Fargo from
Westbrook, MN where we had made our
home for over 20 years. Steve and I are
native North Dakotans, however, so it is
good to be among family again.
Joining Presentation Sisters as an
associate has added yet another layer
of connectedness to my new life here.
Shared faith, a common purpose and
spiritual values have become a source
of grounding for me. I look forward
to getting my feet wet in the coming
months in whatever areas I may be
needed.
Tom Ortmeier:. I grew up in South
Dakota, the youngest of 3 children. I
was raised in the Episcopal church.
Nearly 21 years ago I married my
incredible wife, Maren. I am fortunate to have two wonderful teenage
children, Greg and Lizzi, as well as a
whole basketful of nieces, nephews, and
in-laws. Greg has grown quite fond of
Presentation People and what they do.
His decision to become a junior Friend
of Nano was no surprise!
I was drawn to Presentation after
attending several events with Maren and
having embraced a journey to a deeper
peace and restfulness. This is what I
sensed in the initial moments I spent
with the sisters and associates. I hope
that through living the charisms of the
Presentation Sisters and by following
Nano’s example, I can pass this peace
on to those I touch every day.
The workplace values of the Benedictine hospital where I am employed are
nearly identical to our charisms, giving
a constant opportunity for me to grow
and be the leaven for others.
I look forward to our associate gatherings and to visiting often.
My name is Gregory Ortmeier and
I’m 15 years old. I was born to Thomas
the

L-R FRONT: Newly received Associates David Beauchamp, Suellen Dusek, and
Tom Ortmeier; Back: Companion Associates Tom Freeman, JoEllen Smith, and
Denise Carlascio

JUNIOR FRIEND OF NANO: Greg Ortmeier, make his commitment as his
parents, Associates Tom and Maren Ortmeier look on.
and Maren Ortmeier on January 15,
1998. I currently reside in Brainerd, MN
with my family and go to Brainerd high
school, where I am a sophomore.
Presentation has been a journey and
will be for my life. I felt a connection
to Nano the first time I was at the Holy
Thursday service and I washed my
mom’s feet. I felt Nano when I got the
chance with my family to go to Ireland.
I felt Nano when I touched her coffin—
that was a very spiritual moment for me.
Then this year I again attended the Holy
Thursday service and this time I got the
chance to wash my sister’s feet. Now
on June 8th I became the first Friend of
Nano to be welcomed to the Fargo community. I thank my family, S. Francine,
the rest of the sisters, Associate Don
Smith (RIP), and most of all, Nano and
Jesus Christ.
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Note: In her very early letters Nano
mentioned that she was preparing
young men to help revive the faith of
the Irish who were in the West Indies as
well as to bring the faith to the indigenous people of the islands. Over the
years there have been discussions about
having some structure for people under
18 who were gifted with Nano’s sense of
mission. Nothing came of our pondering until now when it became apparent
that this young man was called to the
Presentation world view. Greg was
introduced to Nano at Holy Thursday
services a year ago and she seems to
have her cloak over his shoulders since
that time. Details of the Junior Friends
of Nano program will evolve as we cooperate with the grace of the moment.
5

Some Reflections, Impressions,
Comments on the Ritual for the Fusion

“T

he lantern of Nano Nagle
went out to all the world as
individual little lights. It’s
wonderful that now those lights are being fused into one much brighter light.
Nano Nagle should be happy about this,
and so should all the Sisters who are
participating in this fusion.”
~ Fr. Leo Stelten, a longtime friend
of the sisters in Fargo who resides with
them at present
“Ritual was indeed an experience of
fusion, of coming together from many
places and releasing energy of joy, new
life, hope … a spirit-filled and moving
experience and a deep sense that we are
one!”
~ S. Mary Deane, Congregational
Leader, Union
“It’s inspiring and educational. It was
great to hear the history of the sisters
and the vision for the future. I am most
struck by the image of a pilgrim. My
hope is to continue asking, “Why live
a pilgrim?” What’s important is trust in
the union with God.”
~ Peter Edwards, friend of the Presentation Sisters in Fargo
“The mystery of being ‘ONE’ while
coming from many countries and states
was a celebration of Nano’s spirit which
is ever stronger through the years. Her
desire to be of service in any part of
6

the world has continued to speak to the
hearts of women and men—Associates
and Sisters. How great to celebrate
oneness and the newness with the fusion
of Fargo and Union!”
~ Sr. Marge Healy, PBVM, Dubuque,
IA

~ Joan Edwards, friend of the Presentation Sisters in Fargo

“What I like best was meeting so
many people in the Union, the Sisters
and Associates celebrating together.”
~ Jean Hannig, Associate, Fargo

“What a great day to rejoice and be
glad! I was filled with joy and anticipation for what the new journey will bring
as we truly walk one with our sisters
and brothers, both lay and religious, into
God’s future for us. I feel so privileged
to be part of it all as a Perpetual Associate of the Fargo PBVMs.”
~ Jeanne Kelly, Associate, Fargo

“I think this fusion is a sign for the
future of the Church, responding to the
call of the Lord. I love the image of
the lanterns leading us into the path.
Though the future is not known, we
trust the lantern/lamp to guide us into
the Lord’s pathway.”
~ Fr. Dale Lagodinski, friend to the
Sisters in Fargo
“It was good to be here to experience
and celebrate our oneness in life and
mission. We are all daughters and sons
of Nano following the same call, the
same mission, the same God. Nothing
else matters if we keep our mind and
heart on the God who continually loves
us and leads us on our pilgrim way.”
~ Sr. Wiona Engle, PBVM, Shaw, MS
“The fusion was a reminder that we
are on a journey. It was wonderful to be
able to see that expressed.”
the

“I didn’t fully understand fusion until
this weekend. Fusion creates energy …
for the new.”
~ Sr. Paula Ringuette, PBVM, Fargo

“The fusion ceremony was very
meaningful, with its symbols and
prayers and the Scripture readings. The
stories of the Fargo beginnings were
very moving and informative. Nano’s
letters, Mary Deane’s reflection on the
merger was very profound. I felt the
presence of the spirit of God, Nano, and
our PBVM ancestors.”
~ Sr. Roselima D’Costa, PBVM, Goa,
India
“What was most powerful was the
bringing in of the different lanterns and
then going out with them.”
~ S. Pam Donelan, PBVM, Aberdeen,
SD
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“The Spirit was indeed present in
this gathering today! What energy!
What excitement in the diversity of the
group gathered here! The ceremony was
uplifting. Then during the meal I met
interesting people from different parts
of the world with fascinating stories. As
an Associate, I feel that we, Presentation
People of Fargo, are richer spiritually
because of our fusion with the Union.”
~ Mary Kessler, Associate, Detroit
Lakes, MN
“Strong emphasis was placed on the
role of the Holy Spirit in leading the
Fargo Sisters to this moment. Their
past accomplishments were testimony
to the work of the Spirit. The ritual was
a beautiful experience confirming the
Congregation in communion. Now we
continue working together to discover a
future that we cannot now predict. But
“the Almighty is all sufficient.” (Nano)
God is the one source regardless of what
the challenges are.”
~ Sr. Maura Fitzsimons, PBVM,
Shaw, MS
“When I think of how long we have
been in the process … 36 years to
finally move into Union; how wonderful
to be here! I am filled with much hope,
peace, and joy for the future. Being a
part of the Union is opening me to the
wider reality of God’s goodness.”
~ S. Shawna Foley, Fargo
“The sisters in Fargo are a committed group of women living the Gospel
and Nano’s charism with vision and
courage.”
~ Sr. Katherine Fennell, PBVM,
Long Beach, MS
“The Fusion Ritual was very inspiring and meaningful. The symbols and
gifts offered were very appropriate. The
chapel was packed with Sisters, Associates, and friends. Presentation Sisters
from Newfoundland, Dubuque, Aberdeen, and San Francisco attended. After
the ceremony there was a reception at
the Sacred Heart Convent. We were
very touched by it all and filled with
joy and thanksgiving, giving praise to
God! The warm hospitality of the Fargo
Sisters was overwhelming and some
of us were taken to their lake cottage,
which was so beautiful and relaxing!
Others were taken round the city and
did shopping!!”
~ Sr. Gemma Pires, PBVM,
Cypress, CA
FALL 2013

Sister Jean Marie Sheppe

S

ister Jean Marie Sheppe, 93, died July 9, 2013 at
Sacred Heart Convent, Fargo, ND. Maria Margaret Sheppe was born November 25, 1919, in
Cavalier County, ND, the second of the five children
of Anna Marinenis and Peter Sheppe. Following graduation from Sacred Heart Academy Maria Margaret
entered the Sisters of the Presentation and received the
name Jean Marie. She made profession of vows June
13, 1941.
Sister Jean Marie studied at Diocesan Teachers College in St. Paul, MN; St. John’s School of Radiology,
Fargo, ND and Gonzaga University. Spokane, WA.
For many years she served in diagnostic departments
and in administration at hospitals in Landon, New
Rockford, and Carrington, ND
She is survived by the members of her religious
community, her sister, Anne Sheppe, nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her parents, her
sisters, Lillian Sheppe and Margaret Zoller, and her
brother Joseph Kram.

S

Sister Jean Marie Sheppe

Sister Claudia Nelson

S

ister M. Claudia Nelson, age 88, a member of
the Sisters of the Presentation, Fargo, died Tuesday, July 9, 2013. Ilama Mary (Ilamae) was born
May 21, 1925, to Elizabeth Brown and Selmer Nelson
in Chicago IL. The eldest of the seven Nelson children
she grew up in Scobey, MT.
Ilamae entered the Order of the Presentation Sisters,
received the name, Sister M. Claudia, and made
Profession of Vows in 1946. She received her undergraduate degree from St. Catherine’s University in
St. Paul and her graduate degree from Northwestern
University in Evanston, IL. An accomplished musician and skilled liturgist, S. Claudia taught vocal and
instrumental music at St. Mary’s and St. Anthony’s
elementary schools, Shanley High School all in Fargo;
St. James Academy, New Rockford; St. Alphonsus
High School, Langdon, ND and Gonzaga University,
Spokane, WA.
For sixteen years, S. Claudia was music director and
liturgist at Blessed Sacrament Church, West Fargo.
From 1995 until failing health intervened, she was
music director and liturgist at Sacred Heart Convent.
She was gifted in eliciting the gifts of others for the
praise of God in communal worship.
S. Claudia is survived by the members of her religious Community; her sisters, Ann Marie Nelson and
Lois Davin, Spokane, WA, and three generations of
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Sister Maureen
Walker

Sister Claudia Nelson
nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her
father, mother, sister, S. Yvonne Nelson PBVM and
brothers, Richard, John, and Selmer (known as Pat).
the
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ister
Maureen
Walker
died August
14, 2013, at
Sacred Heart
Convent.
She was
born March
5, 1930, in
Valley City,
ND. The
fourth of the
five children
of Eleanor
Sheehan and
Earl Chapman
Walker, she
Sister Maureen Walker
was baptized
Therese Louine
and moved with her family to Fargo as a young child.
In 1948 she graduated from Sacred Heart Academy.
After attending college for a year, she worked in medical clinics in Fargo and in California.
In 1953 she entered the Presentation Sisters and
made profession of vows in 1956. From 1955 to 1968
S. Maureen taught elementary classes in St. Anthony’s
and St. Mary’s, Fargo, St. Elizabeth’s, Sykeston, and
St. Alphonsus, Langdon, ND. For six years she was
director of religious education in Langdon. Along
the way she earned a baccalaureate degree from the
College of St. Scholastica, Duluth, MN and a graduate
degree from Creighton University, Omaha, NB. From
1974-77, S. Maureen was Director of Adult Education
for the Diocese of Fargo. For many years she served
her religious congregation in formation work and in
administration.
In 1981 she co-founded Presentation Prayer Center
and was on its staff for five years. For 18 years she
was the Sponsorship Coordinator for congregational
ministries. Whatever her ministry or personal circumstances, S. Maureen’s disposition was consistently
cheerful. Liturgical services at Sacred Heart Convent
were enhanced by her contributions, especially as
cantor and bass player. In her “retirement” she was
the archivist for the congregation and it was in the
archives that she finished her work on this earth and
went home to God.
Her parents and her brother, James, preceded her in
death. She is survived by her sisters, S. Jane Walker,
Fargo, and Annabelle (John) Van Gilder of Elm Grove,
WI, her brother Thomas (Mary) of Pleasanton, CA,
and the members of her religious congregation.
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Lantern Light shines
bright in New Oleans

L-R: Ss. Vera Butler, Enid Storey, Associate Brian Arett, and S. Anna Raimon

I

just got back from a two week trip
to New Orleans, LA volunteering at
Lantern Light Ministry—a collaborative ministry of the Conference of
Presentation Sisters of North America.
While there I worked at the Rebuild
Center, a coalition of Catholic and other
faith-based organizations serving the
Canal Street corridor in downtown New
Orleans. The center works with needy
and displaced residents to rebuild their
lives and repopulate the neighborhood.
Services provided at the center
include lunch, showers, laundry, legal
and medical services, a food pantry,
mortgage readiness, and other supportive social services. My responsibilities
included assisting with meal service,
helping with check-in of guests, and
visiting with guests to learn more about
their needs.
It was an incredibly rewarding expe8

L-R: Madison Ahlers, Sophia Welsand, and Logan Seger display items they
purchased for S. Jan Ihli’s (back) work in Nano’s House

rience that allowed me to interact with
the homeless and those made poor in
downtown New Orleans. I was struck
by the incredible spirituality exhibited
by many of the guests we worked with
who didn’t appear to have many of the
things most of us feel we need to have
to be content in life. And yet, they are
thankful for what they have and so appreciative of the services they received
through the Rebuild Center.
I am so thankful for the good work
being performed by the staff members
of the various programs at the Rebuild
Center and volunteers who provide food
and other services through the center.
In particular I want to thank Ss. Vera,
Enid, and Anna for all that they accomplish every day in ministering to the
poor of New Orleans.
-Associate Brian Arett
the

Big Hearts and Glasses of Lemonade!

S

ophia Welsand has a soft spot
in her heart for the Nano Nagle
House having learned of S. Jan
Ihli’s work from her school, Nativity
Elementary. In lieu of birthday gifts,
she accepted donations for Nano House
in March.
This summer, Sophia recruited two of
her school friends, Madison Ahlers and
Logan Seger, all Nativity Elementary
students to help her run a lemonade
stand to benefit the Nano House and its
emergency foster care work.
The children were extremely successful with their lemonade stand efforts!
Selling lemonade, cookies, cupcakes
and beanie babies, the first lemonade
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stand in June raised $175. These funds
were used to purchase playground toys
including jump ropes, hula hoops, sand
toys, Frisbees, balls, chalk and more.
They also purchased new sand for the
outdoor play set at the Nano House.
The second lemonade stand held in
July raised another $100 and was used
to purchase a new battery for the children’s motor car and new perennials and
shrubs for S. Jan’s garden. Sophia and
her cousin Mackenzie Roehl of Cloquet,
Minnesota spent a morning planting and
watering the new perennials.
“You don’t have to do anything big to
make a difference. It doesn’t take a lot
to ask for donations instead of gifts. Just
a good heart,” says Sophia Welsand.
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