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M

ore than 300 years ago Nano courageously responded to the need
of her time by creating educational
opportunities and providing direct relief
for the ill and those made poor. Her daring
venture grew rapidly. Others joined her and
committed to her vision leading to the establishment of the Congregation of Presentation
Sisters. The world was their home.
The growth of the Congregation continued throughout the following centuries
with courageous women, imbued by Nano’s
spirit, traveling to five continents “doing

Sister Katherine Fennell
what needs to be done.” Today we in the
United States and Canada are standing on
the shoulders of the Presentation Sisters who
came to North America. Nano’s spirit finds
expression in our ministries. Ministries have
changed and transitioned throughout the
years responding to unmet needs of the area
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Sister Katherine Fennell, PBVM,
US Unit Leader
“All ages end – from the Iron Age to the
Bronze Age, from the Renaissance to the
Reformation… No era–no matter how
influential or how far-reaching–lasts forever.”
Peter Senge
–

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

A New Age Of Presentation Is
Emerging

and the time.
Today a new age of Presentation is emerging.
Transitions are integral to who we are.
Life is continually unfolding and it invites
us to respond to the emerging future. We are
called to face our current reality leading to
restructuring and reconfiguring to ensure the
future of our ministries and the vitality of
the Presentation spirit. “This is not something we have chosen, nor is it anything
we are free to avoid” (Thomas Merton). To
assist the Unit with the vital transition of its
ministries, the consultant firm Plante Moran
has been engaged. Staff of that company
are assisting us to evaluate our relationships
with the ministries, to identify opportunities for taking a broader and more inclusive
approach to ministry sponsorship and to take
steps to ensure sustainability of the good
work beyond the time of direct hands-on
support. Sustainability - “doing what needs
to be done” - encompasses vision, mission
and management as well as finances.

Consecrated
Life Endures

T

he
words
charisma, charismatic and
charism are
all derived
from the
same Greek
word but
the current
usage of
these words
is quite different. Most
Sister Mary Margaret Mooney
commonly,
charisma refers to a personal, compelling
charm which inspires and influences others;
charismatic may refer to the overall ambiance of that charm or to Pentecostal movements within mainstream religions.
The term charism, however, denotes a
gift of the Holy Spirit given for the service
of others and the furthering of the mission
of the Church. (Some hold that “mission”
is God’s action. Thus, the church does not
have a mission; God’s mission has a church.
For now, we will leave that debate to the
theologians and ecclesiologists and focus on
charism.)
Vatican documents make clear that a
charism is an individual gift for the good
of the whole of God’s People. Johnny Cash
sang “all God’s children got shoes.” We proclaim that all God’s children got charism and
it is up to each of us to recognize and activate
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I Baptize You…
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L-R Sister Maria Kelly and Mary Stoddard at baptismal font, St. Bonaventure’s, Huntington Beach, CA

S

hortly after retiring from teaching,
I got a phone call from Deacon Bill
and Kim Beam inviting me to join the
Baptismal Team in our parish. I decided to
pray about this and after a few days I said,
“Yes!” I would have to see how it would
work out! My part was to interview parents,
welcome them and prepare them for their
child’s baptism.
At that time the interviews were held in
our parish center on Thursday evenings.
Each interview lasted thirty minutes. In
the beginning I was somewhat nervous,
but it didn’t take long until I started looking forward to Thursday evenings. I have
a wonderful companion, Mary Stoddard,
who works with me. Often one or even two
of the parents turn out to be past students.
I particularly enjoy those interviews. It is
refreshing to meet them and their little ones
and to see their excitement in preparing their
child or children to receive the sacrament of
Baptism. It is a great connection with many
parents especially if they are new to the
parish. Parents are always so grateful and
appreciative towards us for giving them our
time.
When COVID arrived, we started doing
interviews on Zoom! At that time, I had no
experience with Zoom. I became familiar
with it and it has been very convenient for
the parents and for us. They enjoy being
interviewed from the comfort of their own
homes and we get to see their child or
children. We inform them about the reception of the sacrament and encourage them to
make their child aware in little ways of the
fact that they will be growing up Catholic.
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Some of the parents are not married or have
not been married in the Catholic Church. I
encourage them to get their marriage blessed
and they promise to think about it seriously!
I enjoy the fact that my companion Sisters
are always so supportive and interested in
hearing about the interviews. It becomes a
source of conversation and reflection about
our own baptisms and the meaning of the
sacrament. Hearing about past students they
know adds to the conversation especially
around our dinner table.
A few years ago, I was asked to help with
the actual Baptismal ceremonies. That is
such a privilege—seeing the children so
excited and well prepared to receive the first
sacrament of initiation. Our newly renovated
church and beautiful baptismal font make
the service special. I come home feeling so
blessed to be a part of this wonderful time in
a child’s life. Having the connection with the
parents and children has been so life-giving.
I meet them in the store, at parish events
and at Sunday Mass. They remind me that I
helped them prepare their child for Baptism.
How special is that? I am so grateful to be
involved in the ministry of Baptism in our
parish. Nano Nagle, our foundress, was
a woman of compassion and love with a
listening heart. I pray that I can imitate her
ways in my dealings with the parents and
children. I can echo with her: I think my
[schools] will never bring me to heaven, as I
only take delight and pleasure in them. (Letter to Miss Fitzsimons, July 17, 1769).
-Sister Maria Kelly, PBVM
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“Nano is not a figure confined to the past
but someone whose vision is as relevant today as it was in her own time. Nano’s life and
vision sparked an answering fire in the hearts
of her companions. She merely wished them
to become as she herself was, the servants
of the poor… (Ann Lyons, pbvm The Story
of Nano Nagle: A life lived on the Razor’s
Edge). Moses never entered the promised
land and Nano’s hope for a global mission
flourished only after her death.
Today her hope lives in the ministries
sponsored by the Presentation Sisters. Predicting their future is not possible. “We are
programed to see what has been, and what
we are used to seeing, making the future very
hard for us to imagine, let alone predict. Yet,
it is precisely the unlikely, unpredictable and
unimaginable that shapes our future.” (Ted
Dunn, Graced Crossroads – Pathways to
Deep Change and Transformation). The invitation to make room for the new, demands
acknowledging and honoring the past while
having the courage to trust the future as it is
revealed. Being Presentation today is as it has
always been to live authentically the invitation Nano issued on her death bed; “Love one
another as you have hitherto done.”
The ministry of direct service provided by
Sisters over the years is now in the hands of
our companions in ministry. Perhaps, our role
now is to continue to be a loving presence
and allow the future to emerge.
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this gift.
Religious congregations use the term
to refer to a characteristic found not only
in individuals but also in the group as a
whole. The charism claimed by the group
was a defining quality of the founder of the
congregation and is embodied in the works
of the group. Generally, it is apparent to
persons encountered by members and associates of the congregation. It is recognized
and promoted by those who collaborate in
the ministries of the group.
Charism is a deep awareness of a Gospel
value or values linked to a special need
in the world. It remains constant over the
history of the group. The area of need also
remains constant but the specific expressions of the need may change over time,
place and culture (https://presentationsociety.org.au Retrieved 14 March 2022).
Charism is not transmitted from one
person to another. Only the Holy Spirit
bestows a charism, that particular gift given
for calling others to the banquet of life. In
her time Nano Nagle was called to be the
face of God’s mission to those made poor
and kept poor by unjust social and political structures. Today, Presentation People,
vowed and non-vowed, look to the spirit of
Nano for strength and inspiration in living
out their charism.
-Sister Mary Margaret Mooney, PBVM
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later at a station of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
she read a statement from a human trafficking survivor.
Loretta Bowen started a children’s group
in Upland, CA, that has solidified the
intergenerational nature of the Friends of
Nano. The children meet to pray and learn
more about our foundress and her mission.
They talk about ways to carry on her legacy
and share stories of their peers who have
demonstrated compassion in large and small
ways, as Nano would have done. They now
express their love through homemade cards
for seniors in an assisted-living facility
near St. Joseph’s school and plan to visit in
person once it is safe. Hopefully, the children’s parents and grandparents will become
involved as well.
The Presentation Learning Center (PLC)
in Watts, CA, resumed classes in the fall.
Many of the teachers/facilitators are former
clients. The center has sponsored vaccination clinics and other community-building
events, like the recent workshop on holistic

health and stress reduction practices provided by Capacitar International. They are now
busy preparing to resume their annual April
Fashion Show.
PLC was recently visited by Associates of
the Presentation Congregation in San Francisco, CA, who also have members in the
southern part of the state. Reinforcing our
FON networks and facilitating cross-country
communication are the main goals identified
in our quarterly meetings of local coordinators and link sisters.
Friends of Nano in San Antonio, TX,
welcomed a new member in December
during a Mass and commitment renewal
ceremony followed by lunch at the Presentation Ministry Center (PMC). Thrilled to be
able to meet in person again, everyone had
fun playing “COVID Loteria”. Joining in the
fun was Sister Mercedes Castillo, Comboni
missionary who represents five local congregations through her social justice work
in the area. Friends of Nano have supported
her work with a migrant shelter in Laredo
through donations of clothes, money and
hygiene items, as they have also consistently
supported the PMC raffles and barbecues
and most recently the St. Patrick’s Day Open
House, which was an opportunity for raising
awareness about Nano and her legacy.
Some of us are also involved in the welcoming of immigrants at the airport and bus
station through our work with the Interfaith
Welcome Coalition. We assist travelers
with necessities like food, water, blankets,
over-the-counter medicine and explain
their trips using a map/form that will allow
others to help them on what is sometimes a
two or three day journey. When shelter and
sponsorship are needed, we collaborate with
partners in the city and Catholic Charities.
The pandemic has met a mighty opponent
in the Fargo, ND, Associate group, whose
activities have adapted but never ceased.
Their candidates for commitment have been
meeting via Zoom, and they have held their
annual Advent and Lenten retreats online.
They have also had some in-person events.
In December they participated in the Home-

less Memorial Walk and the Joy Project/
Gladys Ray Christmas Eve Dinner managing
to work around all the restrictions, although
the Martin Luther King event on January 17
ended up being virtual. They were marching
again in the 26th St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
The Social Justice Collaborative in Fargo
became heavily involved when the news
of the Native American Boarding School
history claimed public attention. The Friends
of Nano attended listening sessions to better
educate themselves and participated in
interfaith responses, like the Remembrance
and Healing Walk and the Bitter Tears: After
Boarding School, In Mourning virtual meeting, which reached maximum capacity two
weeks prior to the event.
The Fargo group started a Visioning for
the Future process a year ago. In addition,
the newly appointed Friends of Nano Animator, Mary-Ann Greaney, New Zealand,
organized two Union-wide Zoom meetings
to dream about the future of the Friends of
Nano. Those enthusiastically-attended sessions were preceded, or followed, by local
dreaming/sharing events. Mary-Ann has also
agreed to be a speaker at a US-wide Zoom
event planned for the near future.
As a result of the pandemic and numerous
convent closures, living out Nano’s charism
through our core values has evolved and
strengthened our resolve to network actively
to keep the lanterns burning bright across
the globe.

In this issue we bring you stories of mission and ministry in our Unit and our Congregation. In various places you will notice
a citation with a letter and a numeral e.g.,
C3. This indicates a quote from Our Way of
Life, our Constitutions or what is sometimes
called “Holy Rule.” It spells out for us the
vision, inspiration and direction for our life

and mission grounding us in who we are as
Presentation Sisters and what we are about.
We are happy to introduce you to Maurice Lange, Emily Lucas, Tom Donaldson,
Wanda Ottesen. These four Unit Ministers
of Service have a unique role helping things
run smoothly and keeping Nano’s lantern
burning brightly.
In other places you will see a reference to
various Social Media Platforms. Rather than
repeating them over and over they are listed
below for a one-stop location!

pbvmunio.org
pbvmunion.org/acorn
facebook.com/PresentationSistersUSA
instagram.com/presentationsisters_u.s.a/
twitter.com/PBVM_Sisters

Joy Project, preparing Gladys Ray Christmas Eve Dinner

Friends of Nano

F

riends of Nano (Presentation lay
associates) have been able to live
out their Core Values—partnership
with the Divine, passion for the poorest,
and covenant with creation—more actively
since last fall. Our new Justice and Peace
Director, Maurice Lange, has engaged us in
weekly Lenten reflections that link our relationship with the divine and our covenant
with creation through a focus on ecological
conversion as promulgated in Laudato Si,
which also embraces our passion for those
made poor. Besides the spiritual enrichment
through scripture reflection and communing
with Nature, many have been carrying
Nano’s lantern through active ministries
in person, and via Zoom or through other
virtual media.
On February 8, the feast of St. Josephine
Bakhita, Nano figured prominently in the
Solidarity Walk for victims of human trafficking in Cypress, CA. Nano’s statue was
a stop in the Procession of Lights. There S.
Gemma Pires read a blurb about Nano and

In this Issue

H

appy and blessed Easter! May all
God’s blessings be yours in abundance as you celebrate this special
Easter season. As we rejoice in this season, we also wish to offer our prayers and
sympathies to all who recently have suffered
the loss of a loved one. May they rest in
peace.
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-Karen Sacre, Friend of Nano Unit
Coordinator

We are grateful to our families, friends
and benefactors who share with us so generously. May God bless you all richly and
deeply.
-Editor
3

Creating an Ecological
Economy
We work for the transformation of unjust
systems, the integrity of creation and the
flourishing of humanity and Earth. C9

A

s we attend to the signs of these
times, Pope Francis is calling us to
ecological conversion. Through
his encyclical Laudato Si and the resulting
Action Platform so many elements of the
Church are now working to move towards
sustainability. There are seven goals derived
from Laudato Si. These include response to
the cry of the earth, response to the cry of
the poor, ecological economics, adoption of
sustainable lifestyles, ecological education,
ecological spirituality, community resilience
and empowerment. Please take a bit of time
to learn more about each of these at
laudatosiactionplatform.org/laudato-si-goals/
In this article I’d like to focus on the
Laudato Si goal of ecological economics.
While this may not be a term that grabs you,
I’ll bet the concept will be alluring! Can we
imagine living on a planet where we take
(which we have to do in order to live) but
also where we give back? Where there is a
reciprocal and mutually-enhancing relation-

ship with the Earth and with each other?
(Certainly, this is not a foreign concept to
people committed to religious, married or
single life in their efforts at making community with others.)
Can we imagine an economic system that
does not deplete, that does not overwhelm
either the environment or the small businessperson? Pope Francis imagines such a system! How can we contribute to that vision?
We can begin with what we eat and where
we purchase our food. After all, we eat three
times a day, and thus cast three votes per day
on what kind of system we want to support.
Kentucky philosopher Wendell Berry has
said that “the way we eat, determines to a
considerable extent how the world is used.”
Sustainable gardening and farming take
the harvest from the soil but also replenish
the soil to ensure its viability. Our deciding
to support local and sustainable growers ensures their livelihood and contributes to the
well-being of the eco-system. This is a clear
example of an economics with an ecological
focus.
We can find such green-growers at a
local farmers market www.nfmd.org and

A happy gardener displaying fresh local tomatoes
by searching for a nearby Community
Supported Agriculture project. Wouldn’t it
be wonderful to actually be in relationship
with the person(s) growing your food? This
way you would not only know who grows
your nourishment, but also you would know
where it was raised as well as how it was
being grown, e.g., without chemicals.
We can also become aware of the companies and corporations we support through
our purchases. As educators, the Presentation Sisters have been accustomed to giving
grades: what justice grade might companies
receive due to the way they treat people and
the planet? Here is a remarkable resource

called Better World Shopper:
betterworldshopper.org It is “... is a public
research project dedicated to making social
and environmental data available to consumers who wish to utilize their dollars as
votes in order to help build a better world.”
It grades companies and corporations on five
categories. Look up the places where you
shop—you may be inspired to make some
changes towards building up justice and sustainability-- and bring to birth an ecological
economics!
-Maurice Lange, Justice and Peace
Director

A Light In The Media

“G

o into the world and proclaim
the good news to the whole of
creation” (Mark 16:15). In a
world filled with chaos and negativity, I was
drawn to my ministry with Presentation Sisters because of their bright light that shines
through any darkness. As social media and
website coordinator, I have the privilege of
showcasing the great ministry and positivity the sisters have brought and continue to
bring into the world.
The presence of the Presentation Sisters
in the digital world has been a great reminder for past and present friends, students,
associates and others they have encountered
throughout the years that they are still doing
the work of their foundress, Nano Nagle. In
the past year of their presence on social media, they have gained hundreds of followers
many of whom have loved seeing the faces
of sisters who changed their lives for the better.
4

Comments are left each week, e.g., “We
love you so much. Thank you so much
for your guidance in raising our children
and being such a special part of our lives.”
Through my ministry with the Sisters, I am
able to see the constant goodness they bring
into the world both physically and digitally.
Through interviews, events, conversations,
photographs and much more I am continuously learning new things about their
charism and mission. By learning more each
day, I do what I can to visualize their work
on our social media platforms as well as on
the website. My ministry continues to grow,
and my motivation stems from knowing that
each day someone is positively impacted
by clicking on our content and reading and
viewing.
The Presentation Sisters are a much-needed reminder that there is plenty of good left
in the world today, and I am lucky to get to

Emily Lucas
highlight that good in the digital world.
We are called to awaken to the Spirit of
God present and active in all that exists:
to a spirituality of being in communion; to
participate in the universal mission of Jesus
Christ. C3
The Sisters truly are people who awaken
the Spirit of God, and it is a gift to com-
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municate this to as many people as I can
through my ministry with them. To stay
connected with the Presentation Sisters be
sure to follow us on our social media.
-Emily Lucas, Social Media and Website
Coordinator

Is That You, Jesus?

B

elonging to the Interfaith Welcome
Coalition, a marvelous collaboration
of volunteers in the city of San Antonio, TX, and being at the bus station and
airport daily from 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. is a gift
and an inspiration! We share the good news
as we accompany families and individuals
who are searching for a new life after escaping violence and chaos in their own country
and along their journey. (One family of
five, including three kiddos, told me, when
I exclaimed about the long bus trip ahead of
them, that their children are “warriors” who
have traveled through the worst jungle in
Panama!)
A typical shift is usually about three
to four hours alongside at least one other
person. Speaking Spanish or French is a
great help. We have maps and resource info
sheets in Spanish, French and Portuguese.
(For other languages we use translation
services on our phones. I’ve needed Russian
and Chinese to date.) Most of the people are
coming from detention centers directly from
the border and newly released by US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE).
We greet them with a loud “welcome” and

ask how we can accompany them that day.
We do logistics depending on what is needed, for example, orienting them with a map
of their travel, changing buses, determining
arrival times, food, shoelaces, backpacks
with a blanket and hygiene items, a small
string bag for children with a stuffed toy and
an etch a sketch, information on how to use
Wi-Fi.
We do the ”two feet” work, the band aid
service and advocating for systemic changes
that need to happen to permit a dignified
life. The Interfaith Welcome Coalition collaborates with the city of San Antonio which
has hired an immigration liaison and a
coordinator at the airport. Catholic Charities
also has volunteers at a local hotel where
they receive and care for the needs of those
whose continued travel is not the same day.
Our work also includes advocating with the
Border Patrol and ICE whenever we hear
concerns. And we have zoom meetings with
other welcoming groups in Texas and across
the country.
Every evening following this experience
I find it hard to sleep. People’s faces pass
through my head and I ask myself, “Was

Sister Sharon Altendorf ponders this question daily
that you, Jesus?” and regret anything I may
have missed hearing, seeing, or saying to
comfort. When they say: “God bless you,” I

respond: “please pray for us.”
-Sister Sharon Altendorf, PBVM

The Only Thing People Need Is to Be Loved

E

ach of us has been loved into being
and strive to be loving person. In my
years of active ministry in teaching
and parish work I experienced being loved
by my family, community, students, parishioners and friends. After retiring from full
time ministry, I prayed to know where God
wanted me to love. Everyone needs to be
loved and cared for. Who needs it the most?
Everyone! The littlest ones!
Yes! Two afternoons a week, my love
batteries are recharged by cuddling the
smallest, vulnerable infants in the Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit (NICU) at Sanford Hospital, Fargo. Gazing on the face of an infant
sleeping or fussing reflects the presence and
image of God and the marvelous gift of life.
Most of the infants are preemies or infants
with special medical needs and some have
been flown in from miles away. I marvel at
the wonders of medicine and the resilience
and strength of infants to heal and grow.
Parents are there as much as they can but
distance and other obligations often limit
the time they can be at the hospital. These
infants are little, active, frail and strong all at

the same time. Each needs love and cuddling
to not feel alone.
Small children have always had a special
place in my heart. It is a great privilege to
hold, pray with, talk to, rock, hum and love
these miracles as long as needed. I often
speak and sing “I love you” especially with
the infants on withdrawal or whose parents
cannot be there.
I thank God for this ministry that has kept
me in touch with the real world, revealed
anew God’s mysterious presence to me,
affirmed my total dependence on God and
invited me to enfold these infants with all
the love of my heart. It is a blessing for me
to be present to and love a little person and
receive their love when they look back at
me and smile, fall asleep or just relax in
my arms. Infants recharge my spiritual and
psychological batteries. I tell the babies I
love them, pray for their parents and pray
that they will be filled with love and become
holy, loving, happy people. I hope to see
how their lives unfold from heaven. Jesus
is there! He was once that small.
My hope in all my ministry experiences is

Sister Lorraine Schmaltz soothing infant
to live what a pastoral mentor inspired in me
when I first began parish ministry. He said,
“The only thing people need is to be loved.”
As a woman loved by God, I am called to be
with persons in a way that they know they
are loved.
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For me retirement has been a time to find
new ways to love and to do what I have
dreamed of doing.
-Sister Lorraine Schmaltz, PBVM
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Returning to the Holy Land
Our participation in the Congregational
Community nurtures a global consciousness
and a spirit of solidarity. It alerts us to the
Gospel call to mobility for mission.C54

O

n Presentation Day, November 21,
2019 I went to the Holy Land in response to a heartfelt-call for ministry
and returned in February, 2020. I had to be
in the US to apply for a permanent visa and
thought I would return in a few months. It
was at that time that we were learning of
Covid and the impact it was having on our
society and the world. Everything was put
on hold and I had no idea when it would be
possible for me to return.
During these past two years God blessed
me with a wonderful ministry. I was part of
the Los Angeles, CA, Department of Health
Covid Response Team for those made poor
and those experiencing homelessness. Our
teams did Covid testing, gave out food,
sleeping bags, tents, administered flu vaccines and, when available, Covid vaccines.
We also did Street Medicine and helped
those with acute and chronic illnesses. Then
a few months I nursed in a Skid Row clinic
frequented by the homeless population in
Los Angeles. I truly loved and felt I was in
a ministry that I had prayed and yearned for
many years.
Nevertheless, I still wanted to return to the
people in the Holy Land. I have been asked
why I wanted to go back since I was doing
good work in a ministry I loved. My only
answer was, “I am called! I feel it. I know it
in my heart.” After much prayer and discernment and communication with our sisters in
leadership, I knew I had to return. It would

have been easy to stay. I had made many
connections in my ministry and was well
known by staff and patients. I knew all the
sisters in my large community and enjoyed
our gatherings, I was part of a Unit in the US
with wonderful sisters that I have known for
many years and I was near family, friends
and relatives.
I arrived in the Holy land on the 26th of
February 2022. I am in community with
Sister Anna Manyonga, PBVM, Zimbabwe, Africa. We come from very different
cultures but our common thread is our love
and service for Jesus and our congregation
which was founded by Nano Nagle. We pray
together daily and spend time sharing and
getting to know each other. I am learning
about her culture and she is learning about
my Mexican American culture and both
of us are trying to learn about the culture
surrounding us each day. Even though, at
this time, there are only two of us, we are
closely connected with our sisters in Ireland,
England, America, Africa and different
parts of the world as we all follow Christ
and strive to live the Gospel and follow in
the life and charism of Nano. We are also
closely connected with other religious sisters
and brothers in the area.
It is interesting to live in a country where
daily it seems I am learning more about our
Jewish and Muslim sisters and brothers,
their feasts and holy days, as well as more
about our faith and Jesus and where he
walked. I am currently learning Arabic and
Anna Hebrew in Jerusalem, since only about
half the people speak English. My class has
proved to be a multinational, multi-faith,
multicultural experience. It fosters my

Sister Julie Hurtado (center) with Arabic language classmates
dream for peace as we go about forming
community together.
I have been in the Holy Land for a little
over a month. As I write this, the first day of
the Muslim Feast the Holy month of Ramadan, I can hear the Call to Prayer chanted in
Arabic over the loud speakers here in Jerusalem, near the Garden of Gethsemane. Soon
the Jewish people will celebrate Passover
and we our Holy Week and Jesus’ Passion
and then his Resurrection on Easter.
Being in a foreign land has many blessings yet it also has its challenges and pains.
Just recently, I had a death in my family. It
was a shock and I felt the deep pain of being
so far from my loved ones. Through phone
and internet, I have been able to communicate and pray with them. This past week
I prayed and reflected on the many people
who are also experiencing being separated from their loved ones during difficult
times… right now in Ukraine, in this land
and in so many parts of the world people are
being separated from their loved ones and
don’t know if they are alive or dead. What
came to mind was that we are in Lent and
are preparing for our Lord’s Passion and

death and the deep pain of Our Lady of Sorrows, so they know and understand our pain.
This time has called me to deeper relationship with God. It has been a time for me
to draw closer to God’s unfailing love and
to hold dear in my heart his words “I am
with you always, until the end of time.” My
trust and faith in Jesus have been comforting in knowing that he has welcomed our
loved ones to be with Him in paradise and
the joy they are experiencing as they gaze
upon his beautiful face. We are Resurrection
people and believe in the promises God has
revealed to us and so with joyful hope we
carry on following Him until the day comes
for him to carry us home.
We all experience pain and suffering in
our lives yet we are comforted by our deep
faith in our merciful God who loves us and
knows our hearts. We unite in our joys and
celebrations and also unite in our sadness
and sufferings. We are all on this journey
together and let us continue to keep each
other in prayer.
-Sister Julie Hurtado, PBVM

Inter-Unit Novitiate Connections
The novitiate program gives time and opportunity for study and reflection. It helps the
novice to grow in her understanding of the call
to religious life and to appreciate the significance of a vowed commitment. C33

I

t was a privilege to present three input
sessions virtually for our novices across
the Presentation Congregation in January
2022. The novices participating were from
India, Pakistan, Africa, and Ireland. We
reflected together on Our Way of Life.
Journeying through two hundred and
forty-seven years since our beginning
foundation we observed how the story of the
constitutions evolved over time calling us to
6

see the world with new lens and seek God in
the inter-connectedness of the whole of creation. Pope Frances speaking to the Directors of Pontifical Mission Societies in 2018
reminded us that “…things must always be
renewed: renew the heart, renew the works,
renew the organizations, because otherwise,
we would all end up in a museum.”
We also reflected together on Jesus’s Way
of Life which was always about encountering those kept poor by unjust societal
systems. Nano Nagle, our foundress, did the
same in her time choosing education as a
vehicle of liberation for the vulnerable and
the powerless. We are called today to do the
same in our time by listening to the spirit

Inter-Unit Novitiate Zoom Group Photo
of God in the cry of Earth and speaking and
acting for justice and healing in our churches and our world.
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-Sisters Philippa Wall and Joan
O’Sullivan, PBVM

Nano Nagle Place,
Cork, Ireland

N

ano Nagle Place (NNP) is steeped
in history and is a familiar landmark
in the city of Cork. This is the site
where Nano Nagle opened her first school
in Cove Lane in 1754 in an effort to provide
an opportunity for a better way of life to the
young people of Cork. This is where the first
community of Ursuline Sisters settled in
1771 after Nano encouraged them to establish a foundation in Ireland.
The convent Nano built for the Ursulines
is the building where the NNP resident
Presentation Sisters Mary Kealy, Prema Anthony and myself, Sheila Reen, now live as
we offer welcome, hospitality and spiritual
enrichment to all who come here. Since all
three of us are new-comers to the Center,
we spent the first months adjusting to life in
Ireland and familiarizing ourselves with our
new home and community. We had plans to
organize prayer rituals and spirituality gath-

erings but COVID 19 necessitated a change
from having groups gather physically to
virtual gatherings.
We had a five-week Lenten Reflection Series which was much appreciated by participants all over the world. A ten-week course,
entitled,” An Astonishing Secret: The Love
Story of Creation and the Wonder of You”
was made available on Tuesday afternoons.
During the Season of Creation, the
contemplative garden was the venue for a
special prayer ritual entitled, “Renewing the
Oikos (home) of God” and “World Water
Day” was celebrated right by the beautiful
waterfall near the tomb of Nano Nagle.
On November 19, 2021, we welcomed
approximately four hundred Sisters to our
morning and afternoon zoom presentations
of “Prayer of Remembrance: Celebrating the
Lives of Our Loved Ones.”
A celebration of “The Life and Legacy

L-R Sisters Mary Kealy, Prema Antony, Sheila Reen
of Nano Nagle” was presented on April 26,
2021. Lectio Divina is prayed every Friday
morning in the Prayer Room or chapel.
We were part of some virtual tours presented by Sorcha O’Brien as she reached out
to students, Associates and Sisters all over
the world.
We gather each month at Nano’s tomb for
special rituals and prayers. Our future plans
include: “A Spring Reflection,” “Sunrise
Mass,” “Earth Day Reflection” and “Cosmic

Presentation Learning Center

Clothing Design Class at Presentation Learning Center

T

wenty-two years ago, God called Sisters Catherine Burke and Jane Bonar
to follow Jesus’ option for the poor
and Nano’s charism to live and work among
the materially poor in Watts, CA, a predominantly Hispanic and low-income area in Los
Angeles. They visited the people in the area
and asked them how they could serve with
them and for them. The people responded
by sharing their need to learn English, to
become U.S. citizens and to have a safe
place to gather.
The seeds of what was to become Pre-

sentation Learning Center (PLC) began in
the garage and living room of the Sisters’
rented home where the women knitted and
crocheted and their teenage children learned
guitar. In January 2000, after dialogue with
the pastor at San Miguel Church, the empty
parish convent was made available for the
Sisters’ use and the first classes in English as
a second language and preparation for U.S.
Citizenship began.
Sr. Mary Sullivan, PBVM (RIP) from
Massachusetts, soon joined Jane and Catherine in this ministry. Mary quickly became

enculturated She did not have a word of
Spanish; yet she spoke heart to heart with
the people along with teaching a wonderful
math and Confirmation class.
Collaboration has been the hallmark of
PLC from the beginning. With the support
of the then regional Bishop Joseph Sartoris,
Ss. Jane and Catherine were invited to speak
at various parishes in Southern California
where they sought and received volunteers
to share their gifts at the Center. Nine
Sisters of different Religious Congregations responded to the call to minister at the
Center. Local women and men from Watts
also had many gifts to share. A bi-cultural
and bi-lingual Center took shape through
combined efforts and the less fortunate and
the more fortunate now share life together
on a daily basis.
The mission of the Center is to provide
a caring community where adults, many of
whom are immigrants and transitioning into
a new culture, can participate in the educational opportunities available in their neighborhood. The programs currently offered at
PLC include English as a Second Language
on five levels, U.S. Citizenship preparation,
G.E.D. preparation classes, technology/computer skills, knitting, crotchet, sewing and
clothing design, Zumba, music, art and dra-
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Walk.”
Please pray that we will be able to continue to welcome people to this special place
and share the wonders of the life of Nano
Nagle with all who visit this sacred ground.
We hope you can come to visit us in person
or virtually at www.nanonagleplace.ie/
nanoevents
-Sister Sheila Reen, PBVM
ma. A health and wellness program called
Capacitar is an important part of the daily
life of the Center. All classes are offered free
of charge and babysitting is provided for
children of the students during their classes.
Our “Young at Heart” senior citizen group
crochets caps for children with cancer and
lap robes for patients in local hospitals. A
daily nutrition program offers fresh fruit to
students. Classes are offered in the morning and in the evening. During the worst
days of the pandemic, classes were offered
virtually. But thanks to God, life at the
Center has returned to normal. In the spirit
of our foundress, Nano Nagle, our mission
is to empower and liberate the poor especially through education. We strive to be
a welcoming community that reaches out
across the boundaries of language, race
and socio-economic status welcoming the
immigrant, empowering the powerless and
bringing those on the margins and those in
the mainstream together.
Please follow our activities on:
Site:
bit.ly/PresentationLearningCenter_Watts
Facebook: fb.com/PlcWatts
Instagram: instagram.com/plc_watts
-Sister Jane Bonar, PVBM, Presentation
Learning Center Administrator
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Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus and Nano Nagle Today

N

ano Nagle, with three collaborators,
began what would become the Presentation Sisters in Cork, Ireland,
on Christmas Day in 1775 with the intention
of carrying forth Jesus’s mission to work
with the marginalized. Who made up the
marginalized segment that Jesus and Nano
worked with? They were people who were
socially and politically discriminated against
the poor, sick, uneducated and/or being
foreigners. Both Jesus and Nano recognized
that advocacy and education were the two
ways to equalize the disparities.
Present day in San Antonio, Texas, Presentation Ministry Center (PMC) walks in
the footsteps of Jesus and Nano and addresses the same issues they faced in their
time. Poverty continues to not necessarily
be a product of scarcity of resources but
rather the result of socio-political agendas
that block underserved people from access
to resources. We believe that God has given
each person unique talents that, when paired
with the right tools and resources, can help
them overcome the effects of poverty and
discrimination.
The key feature in the delivery of our
services is that we strive to provide holistic
services with a strength-based approach. We
recognize that the individual is composed of
mind, body, and spirit. We focus on an individuals’ God-given gifts and work with them
to further develop these gifts. This entails

listening to the participants explain what
their goals are and, then, reviewing their
options. For example, Blanca is an ESL
(English as a Second Language) student.
She has progressed all the way to Level 3
of ESL. Blanca has decided to pause her
English classes for now because she wants
to work on the psycho-social aspects of her
life. Our licensed counselor is collaborating
with Blanca to further develop her emotional
intelligence tools. For Blanca this is her
immediate goal and she is on her way to
achieve it. We act as advocates for mental
health among the immigrant community by
providing free counseling services.
Nilda’s goal was to obtain her United
States citizenship so that she could petition
for her mother to join her and her family in
San Antonio. Nilda joined PMC’s citizenship and civics program and worked alongside Sister Mary T. and Brother James in
studying for the test. She overcame many
challenges during COVID times and was
able to pass the test on her second attempt.
Once she became a citizen she filed for her
mother’s residency. Her mother was granted
residency status two weeks ago and the
family is whole again.
Another aspect of our services and programs is our key collaborations in the community. Our center is a safe place for our
immigrant community to gather and receive
accurate health information and resources in

Youngsters at Presentation Ministries Center promote vaccinations
Spanish. Education and advocacy are both
integral to our programs. For example, we
partnered with the Bexar County Health
Collaborative and the University of Incarnate Word to administer free COVID vaccinations at our center in 2021 and 2022.
Hospitality is another important element
of our mission. Jesus was an immigrant
in Egypt and Nano was an immigrant
in France. It is important that our center
reflects our love and compassion for our
immigrant brothers and sisters. Our center
celebrates birthdays and holidays, and special gatherings strengthen our connections to
the community and to one another.

Jesus was an avid advocate for social
reform that stemmed from internal changes
in each person’s heart (love thy neighbor)
and Nano said, “If I could be of any service
in saving souls in any part of the globe, I
would willingly do all in my power.” (Letter
to Miss Fitzsimons, July 1769). Jesus and
Nano both led by clear example. Our center
strives to both love and be of service. To
walk in the footsteps of Jesus and Nano is
to put into action our mission—for actions
speak louder than words.
-Cynthia Jasso, Presentation Ministries
Center Director

Sister Cabrini Foley Receives
Lifetime Achievement Award
CONGRATULATIONS to Sister Cabrini
Foley, PBVM, San Antonio, TX, who was
honored for her tireless efforts and contributions to Catholic Education on February
12, 2022, at the annual St. Gregory the Great
Catholic School Gala. Sister Cabrini was
presented with the prestigious Lifetime
Achievement Award. She entered the Presentation Convent in Bandon County Cork,
Ireland in 1964, moved to San Antonio in
1966 and has spent the last 56 years teaching
1st grade children about the love of Jesus.
She not only worked tirelessly as a 1st grade
teacher in the Catholic Schools in San Antonio (and three years in New Orleans) but
also devoted her time to teaching Religious
Education classes every weekend. Her
desire to prepare children to receive Jesus
in Holy Communion has always been her
8

greatest joy.
Although Sister Cabrini is no longer
teaching first grade, she continues to bless
the lives of children as a first-grade assistant
at St. Gregory. On a typical day, you will
find her grading papers, helping in carline,
and reading/tutoring 1st grade students. She
performs all these tasks with a gentle smile
and encouraging word focusing on the best
interests of each child. Sister Cabrini is
like a force of nature, not like a hurricane
or earthquake, but more like a gentle stream
that steadily carves and shapes the rock that
it surrounds. Whatever it takes to help each
child, she is relentless in her efforts.
Sister Cabrini is also a keeper of our earth
and a committed recycler. When she is not
assisting a teacher or student, you will find
her in the break room, lunchroom, and on

Sister Cabrini Foley, PVBM, accepts Lifetime Achievement Award
the school grounds rummaging through the
trash for items to recycle.
Sister has not only impacted thousands
of children but also has equally touched
the lives of countless adults. She is an
incredible woman of prayer and a beautiful
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intercessor for any and all intentions.
-Martha Gomez, former Principal of St.
Gregory the Great School

L-R Sisters Maura Fitzsimons and Wiona Engel

Handing Over to Hope

I

n September 2009 we three Sisters, Wiona Engel, Maura Fitzsimons, and Una
Murphy (RIP), began a detailed study

of areas of Poverty in the Mississippi Delta.
This was a follow-up to the wish of the Presentation Sisters to begin a new mission in

an area of need. We chose Shaw, a small city
in Bolivar County in which to establish Presentation Sisters Center. In our research, we
discovered that Shaw was an economically
marginalized and socially oppressed area.
Yet, the greatest need requested for address
by the people was remedial education for
children. In February 2010, we began a tutoring program, with sessions geared toward
children who were achieving below the state
educational norm. As time moved on, we
also engaged in outreach to the sick and the
confined, the poor at our door, people and
families in need. Summer programs, adult
literacy programs and programs dealing with
health and family issues and civic matters
were developed. Opportunities for needlework, crocheting, exercise and informative and fun outings were provided by the
Center.
After twelve years in Shaw, sadly, but
with confidence in its future, we will be
handing our Center and ministries over to
Delta Hands for Hope, a Baptist group who
are interested in the education of children,

the development of family life and helping
people on the margins. This is a great blessing as Delta Hands for Hope will carry on
our work and ideals into the future.
From the beginning, one of our greatest
ministries was to live among the beautiful,
faith-filled people of Shaw and especially to
be there with them not only in their tragedies but also in their triumphs. Highway
61 that connects with the outskirts of Shaw
has an inviting sign: SHAW, A SMALL
TOWN WITH A BIG WELCOME. This
recognition of the town is most appropriate.
The people are welcoming; they made us
one with themselves. They are a faith-filled
people who taught us how to be grateful for
our blessings. We are indebted to them, have
learned much from their way of life and are
saddened to leave. We will keep them in
our hearts knowing their strong faith will
continue to carry them forward.
Sisters Wiona Engel and Maura
Fitzsimons, PBVM, Co-directors

Presentation Prayer Center:
Sharing the Good News
Presentation Prayer Center (PPC) aspires
to help people grow into their vocations and
tend to their spiritual growth. We provide
opportunities “to facilitate spiritual growth
for people of all faiths through opportunities for prayer, solitude, spiritual direction,
retreats and other means of spiritual life
enrichment” (PPC Mission Statement). In
living into their fuller selves, individuals can
“proclaim the good news to the whole of
creation” (Mark 16:15).
The Presentation Prayer Center is “between homes.” Currently we have our office
and host the majority of our in-person
programing at Riverview Place in Fargo, a
retirement community where many Presentation Sisters now live. Within the next few
years, we hope to move into a new building
that would be shared with the Presentation
Associates.
Two of PPC’s most popular ministries are
the Centering Prayer group that meets every
Monday morning and Spiritual Direction.
Each of these ministries help to ground its
participants as they live out their various
vocations proclaiming the Good News to the
world. Also popular are our speakers, book
studies, and workshops on topics of spirituality and social justice.
The COVID Pandemic shut down activities at the Presentation Prayer Center (and
most everything else) for many months
during which time we transitioned to having
an online presence. As the months went on,
we learned how to better take advantage of

platforms like Zoom. While we had many
wonderful offerings during that time, people
longed to be back together and have a physical human connection with other people. We
started hosting some in-person events, and
got feedback that having a Zoom option was
also attractive.
Recently we were again shut down for
about two months due to COVID concerns,
and, as we transitioned again to an online
presence, we applied the lessons we learned
to the situation. Two of those lessons were:
1. For an online event, you can invite and
host people from anywhere in the world that
has an internet connection. For many of our
online events we had participants from all
over the country and all of our events had
participants from outside the Fargo metro
area where we are located. Most of those
out-of-the-area participants were Friends of
Nano. (They make up many of the participants of our events and are also many of the
workshop leaders we host.)
2. For an online event, a workshop leader
or speaker can be from anywhere in the world
that has an internet connection. Since the
pandemic began, we have hosted workshop
leaders and speakers from the East Coast,
the Southwest, and recently from Oxford,
England. Most of these connections would not
have been made before COVID happened.
The Presentation Prayer Center is steeped
in the history and spirit of the Presentation
Sisters, and the traditions of the Roman
Catholic Church. As such, PPC is ecumeni-

Clockwise from upper left: Sister Shawna Foley, Peter Edwards, current director Scott Matheren-Jacoson,
Sister Andrea Arendt
cal and interfaith. The workshop leaders and
participants of our programming come from
many faith traditions. This past year we have
had workshop leaders from Evangelical,
Episcopal, Presbyterian, Lutheran, Jewish
and Catholic traditions. Topics of race, differing belief systems, Catholic Social Teaching and nonviolence are some of the subjects
that have been explored in the workshops
and by the speakers PPC has hosted.
As the Presentation Prayer Center moves
forward “proclaiming the good news,” the
staff and board of PPC are buoyed by the
support of all those touched by the programming, spiritual direction and relationships
made at PPC. A letter recently received
included the following: “My experiences
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with Sister Petronilla (RIP) and other staff
were so meaningful and I want to see and
help you continue these wonderful offerings
into the future. Enclosed is a donation to
help that cause.” In another letter we read: “I
have participated in your classes in person
and on Zoom. Thank you, Scott, and all the
others that made these classes possible. The
Prayer Center was a place of safety for me
during Covid.”
The staff and board of the Presentation
Prayer Center look forward to the future of
our ministry. We invite you to join us in any
way you can.
- Scott Mathern-Jacobson, Presentation
Prayer Center Director
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Nano’s Spirit Lights the Way

I

remember the day I started working for
the Sisters of the Presentation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, Fargo. It happened
that my beginning date was November 1,
1984, All Saints Day. At that time Holy
Days of Obligation were paid holidays for
staff. So, my first day on the job was a paid
holiday and I remember thinking “this is a
pretty good job.”
By way of a little background and in the
interest of full disclosure, I was raised a
Methodist so my religious formation did
not include contact with vowed religious.
My spiritual leader was a gray-haired bible
thumping preacher who sang out of tune and
played a silver trumpet loudly and badly. I
had recently finished graduate school and
knew accounting (debits on the door side,
credits on the window side), principles of
investment, and the relative costs of operating short-line railroads using union labor
compared to non-union labor.
My wife and I had recently had a baby,
and I was home taking care of the baby and
contemplating my future when I received a
call from the President of the Presentation
Sisters asking whether I would be interested
in working for them as finance director. This
was a radical departure from the norm for
religious institutes as at that time very few
institutes engaged non-members in their

day-to-day financial activities. I figured
there was nothing to lose, so I signed on the
dotted line, pulled my suit and hat out of
the closet and showed up with absolutely no
idea of what to expect.
I walked into the finance office and was
greeted by a soft-spoken, diminutive nun
who turned out to be the person who taught
me not only the nuances of finance related to
religious institutes but also instilled a set of
business values in me that remain until this
day. I didn’t know it at the time, but she led
me in the footsteps of Nano. I learned the
only thing I ever needed to know from her
and that was to be honest and fair with every
transaction that I completed.
Eventually, it occurred to me that I could
introduce modern finance into our business
operations and that it was not only my job to
learn but also my job to teach. The investment norm for the office at the time was to
purchase CDs from local banks or to buy
and hold corporate bonds; the rationale was
that stocks were too risky to include in the
portfolio. We worked together to develop
an investment strategy that would assure
growth to provide for the future needs of the
sisters and their ministries.
During this time, I had been elected to
the board of the National Association of
Treasurers of Religious Institutes (NATRI)

Tom Donaldson
and was invited to travel to Hungary on a
consultation visit arranged by the United
States Catholic Conference of Bishops. The
Iron Curtain had just fallen and the Russians
had de-occupied Hungary; religious institutes there were faced with the daunting task
of reorganizing their finances and reclaiming
their properties. I couldn’t help but think at
the time that this was very much in following in the footsteps of Nano. It’s difficult
to think of providing financial advice as a
ministry, but our advice helped the sisters in
Hungry to reopen their schools and hospitals

and provide spiritual healing to a population
that had lived under an oppressive regime
for 45 years.
While I was a NATRI board member, I
was asked to present workshops at national
conventions. One of the presentations was
something exciting: How to Use Your Balance sheet as a Ministry Tool or something
to that effect. As I was preparing, I started to
think about the balance sheet of the sisters
and looked at the cash balance and realized
that the origin of that cash balance was the
money that Nano relied on for her ministry.
Year after year, decade after decade, century
after century that cash account was spent
and replenished many times but it was always the same account. Eventually, portions
of that account arrived in the United States.
Those portions grew and were used to
expand the balance sheet to include facilities
that provided for people in need. Nano’s lantern provided light for thousands of people
and inspired me to view our balance sheet as
not just a list of buildings and accounts but
as an instrument that continues to “walk”
far beyond the dark streets of Cork bringing
hope to those who struggle.
Nano provided the spirit and money provided the lamp. They were a good team.
-Tom Donaldson, Chief Finance Officer

St. Joseph Parish, Upland, Ca, Celebrates Centenary

O

n March 19, 2022, the feast of St.
Joseph, the centennial observance
of St. Joseph parish was launched
with celebration of the Eucharist. People
so fully packed the church that Mass was
live-streamed in Presentation Hall so that
those who could not be accommodated
in the church were able to participate in
the celebration. Most Rev. Alberto Rojas,
Bishop of the Diocese of San Bernardino,
10

was the main officiant. Along with the
current pastor, Fr. Timothy Do, and the
parochial vicar, Fr. Alex Rodarte, past
pastors, past parochial vicars and priests
from neighboring parishes concelebrated.
Deacons currently serving at the parish were
joined by other deacons who previously
ministered at St. Joseph’s.
It was evident that the Eucharistic celebration was planned in such a way that the

St. Joseph’s School Nano Nagle Mural
different cultures of the parish were portrayed and celebrated in the Mass readings,
prayers, songs and liturgical movement. The
music ministers were multicultural and intergenerational. This was further emphasized
in the presentation of the gifts brought up
by a young lady, two women and a man in a
wheelchair.
Mass was followed with a Gala at the
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school pavilion. In addition to the bountiful
feast, there were several performances that
manifested the multicultural and intergenerational composition of the parish: Balet
Folklorico, St. Joseph School Choir, Ricardo
y su Trio, Tongan Dancers, a song by Freddy
Pomee, and “Nano Nagle Play” by St. Joseph School students.
The Mass and Gala were only the beginning of the centennial celebration. There
will be monthly events, for example, Divine
Mercy Sunday in April, Chili Cook-off on
the feast of St. Joseph the Worker in May,
Youth Night and Centennial Conference in
June with Bishop Barnes as Keynote Speaker and workshops by Trevor Thomson, Dr.
Michael Cunningham and Fr. Tony Richard,
Living Rosary in September, 5K & Family
Picnic in October, and a Final Mass & Multicultural celebration in November.
Sisters Winifred Harnett and Jocelyn
Quijano attended the centennial opening celebration. The Presentation Sisters lived and
ministered at St. Joseph Parish and School
from 1955 to 2021.
-Sister Jocelyn Quijano, PBVM

Meet Maurice Lange: Director of Justice and Peace
We work for the transformation of unjust
systems, the integrity of creation and the
flourishing of humanity and Earth. C9

T

he Presentation Sisters recently hired
me as Director of Justice and Peace
for the US Unit. Before March 22,
2022, I had never met a Presentation Sister
in person. What allured me to these Sisters
and this ministry of service? I was certainly
impressed during my initial employment
interview with four Presentation Sisters
from four different countries and the professional manner in which they conversed with
me. Their Presentation passion for justice
was palpable! The bioregion and legacy of
Nano Nagle also seemed to draw me in this
direction.
As a former Oblate of Mary Immaculate,
I have been particularly influenced by Fr.
Seamus Finn, OMI. Seamus’ passion for
justice, peace and the integrity of Creation
has been evident throughout his religious

life and priesthood. He has always kept the
Oblates and many other religious communities aware of various justice issues such as
corporate social responsibility, indigenous
rights, boycotts and the like. As a very
young Oblate I was curiously intrigued by
Seamus’ commitment and later collaborated
closely with him. Seamus hails from the
same bioregion as Nano Nagle: County
Cork, Ireland!
I now ponder with our Irish Sisters, and
with anyone who has been there: What is it
about Cork’s culture and that natural landscape (its bioregion) that produced a Nano
Nagle? What did that place have to do with
forming Seamus Finn and generations before
shaping Nano Nagle, a woman who founded
a religious congregation of women who are
called to awaken, to be in communion and to
transform unjust systems.
The Presentation Sisters I have now met
in person, as well as through Zoom visits
and phone conversations, have all expressed

a welcoming, Nano-like spirit with plentiful
encouragement for my ministry of service.
This ministry concerns the education and
animation of the Sisters, Friends of Nano
and other Presentation People in matters of
justice, peace and care of the earth. I find
it compelling that the Presentation Sisters,
being such dedicated educators as they are,
have brought me on to educate them and
others! This dynamic is especially appealing to me, as, in fact, we are all learners.
And now, Pope Francis is challenging
ALL of us to an ecological conversion!
What does this mean? The signs of these
ecological times implore us as humans to
change how we live at the deepest level.
Francis calls for a “bold cultural revolution”.
As fellow learners, let us animate each other
by our compassion for all of Creation, for
the good of those currently living and for
future generations of all species of life.
-Maurice Lange

Maurice Lange points out the numinosity of
Creation

Why Invite?
Our Way of Life, states: “We invite and
welcome among us women who hear God’s
call to follow Jesus Christ through the Presentation way of life.” C31.
That is more than enough reason to continue inviting women to consider a vocation
to religious life particularly to becoming
a Presentation Sister. Deeper than that,
however, is the conviction that God calls
everyone to a particular vocation – one in
which the person experiences fullness of life
as much as possible in this world. And, since
I am a Presentation Sister, there is a yearning within me to invite women to fulfill their
potential by becoming a Presentation Sister.
So, how does one invite women to consider becoming Presentation Sisters? Let
us ruminate on the three verbs that Pope
Francis invited the 2016 Vocation Promotion
Conference participants to ponder: go out,
see, call.
GO OUT:
These days many Presentation Sisters in
the United States are no longer teaching or
engaged in other apostolic works and reside
in senior and assisted living communities.
It takes creativity, imagination, and boldness to “go out.” Many Sisters have few
opportunities to encounter young women.
Nevertheless, Sisters can go out and nurture
in grandparents, parents, friends and former

students the desire to encourage openness to
a religious vocation in their granddaughters,
daughters, nieces, cousins, friends and, perhaps, themselves. And what might happen
if we intentionally place ourselves in spaces
where one does encounter young people –in
elementary and high schools, in colleges
and religious education classes and online in
various social media platforms or on https://
vocationnetwork.org/en/community/608
SEE:
A Presentation Sister in an assisted living
facility sees in caregivers and visitors a
potential for vocation. She embodies what
Pope Francis said at the 2016 Vocation Promotion Conference: “When Jesus goes into
the streets, he stops and meets the gaze of
the other, without haste. The Gospel…shows
us that vocation starts with a look…” What
if in our encounters with people, we look at
them as we “gaze on Jesus, the human face
of God, as Nano did and ‘be compassion…”
Congregational Gathering 2012? What if we
gaze attentively and deeply and enter their
life with acceptance and appreciation? What
if our gaze is lifegiving and awakening?
CALL:
Becoming a Presentation Sister is a response to the call of Jesus’ to “Follow me.”
Since that initial ‘yes’, many ‘yesses’ continue to be uttered as the ongoing Presentation

Collaborative Vocation Ministry in North America Clockwise from upper left; Sisters Mary Catherine
Redmond (New Windsor, NY), Jessi Beck (Dubuque, IA), Sandy Butler (Union: Canada), Vicky Larson
(Aberdeen, SD), Jocelyn Quijano (Union: USA)
journey requires continual seeking and discernment of God’s will and call. What if we
nurture in young people the desire to search
for God so that they may be able to hear and
respond to Jesus’ call, “follow me?” What
if we “share our sacred stories and witness
through our authentic living to the charism
and mission of Nano Nagle” (CG2012)?
What if we allow ourselves to be the ‘voice’
of God and call women to our Presentation
way of life?
In the past two years or so, I have been
engaged in a collaborative vocation ministry
across the Conference of Presentation Sisters
in North America (CPS). We have hosted
virtual events to create a space where single
women, 18 to 45 years old, can gather for
prayer and reflection, somehow form a community and get to know the Sisters in the
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process. There have been virtual booths at
the FOCUS SEEK conferences, Advent and
Lent retreat series, New Year’s “Wisdom
from Biblical Women”, “Come and See” and
“Chat with the Sisters” opportunities. We
are currently planning to host regular prayer
opportunities for the rest of this year. Please
visit and like/follow our Unit social media
platforms to keep updated with these prayer
opportunities.
Behind all these virtual events are Presentation Sisters, Friends of Nano, Associates,
Cojourners and employees who “go out, see,
and call” women to participate in these opportunities. I am inviting you to do the same.
Ultimately, it is relationships that matter.
That is why we invite.
-Sister Jocelyn Quijano, PBVM
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Wanda Ottesen: Unit Office Manager

Wanda Ottesen

I

t was July 14, 1986, and I was rushing to
get to Sacred Heart Convent in Fargo for
an interview for the job of receptionist.
Having recently graduated from business
college, I was eager to find a position that fit

my training. Nuns? What did I know about
nuns? Rumor had it they were mean! Seeing
that I am still employed with the Presentation Sisters, I can see the rumors were
wrong. They are like family to me. I cannot

imagine working anywhere else.
Over the years my work has become a
ministry. Being around the Sisters, Associates, clients of Presentation Partners in
Housing, visitors coming to Presentation
Prayer Center for spiritual direction, retreats
and workshops and the many other people
who passed by my desk, have helped to
broaden my vision. I find myself being open
to others not only in these circumstances
but elsewhere. Recently on a vacation in
Hawaii, I noticed that there were many
homeless and poor and I wanted to reach
out to them in that place where so many
have so much. Nano’s spirit has rubbed off
on me and helps me to live out my life as a
Christian more fully.
With the fusion of the Fargo congregation
with the Union of Presentation Sisters, my
scope has broadened. I had the privilege to
join the Fargo Associates on a pilgrimage
to Ireland and there became familiar with

the Irish culture that underlies the spirit of
Nano and Presentation. Meeting Sister-travelers who have come to Fargo from all over
the world has been an enriching and joyful
experience.
Joining with the USA Unit challenged
me with providing services to this broader
group. I handle payroll for all Unit employees, work with employee benefits, handle the
Unit phone account and answer questions
as they arise throughout our Unit. Here in
Fargo, I help the Sacred Heart Community
sisters with needs as they arise. I try to make
my office a pleasant place where they can
come for a friendly visit, a treat or get help
with a computer, phone or other difficulty.
Working with Tom Donaldson has taught me
so much about business and has enabled me
to do more than I could ever have imagined.
All in all, I am glad I answered the invitation for an interview with the nuns and even
happier to say I am glad to be part of the
“family”.
-Wanda Ottesen, Unit Office Manager

A Light in the Darkness

T

hirty-three years ago, Presentation
Sisters in Fargo, ND had a vision for
a housing ministry. This vision was
guided by the philosophy that preventing
homelessness was a more effective means of
assistance than undoing homelessness and
its effects. The primary focus became partnering to end homelessness and this is how
Presentation Partners in Housing (PPiH) was
born.
The Sisters vision for preventing homelessness has grown into a four-program approach to address the community’s homeless
continuum:
• PPIH works to Prevent homelessness
by targeting households at the most imminent risk of becoming homeless and
providing them with necessary resources to stabilize. In 2021 PPiH screened
1095 prevention households with 2,445
individuals.
• PPIH works to Divert people from
homelessness by identifying safe
alternative housing options that do
not include emergency shelter stays.
In 2021 PPiH screened 589 diversion
households with 1,317 people.
• PPiH works to Overcome chronic
homelessness through a Housing First
approach that assists program participants to attain and maintain stable
12

housing. Last year PPiH provided
3,242 hours of intensive housing case
management services to 51 chronically
homeless adults and their 8 children.
By assisting these individuals and
families in attaining and maintaining
safe housing, PPiH was able to save the
community $572,544.00 in emergency
services usage including days in jail,
emergency shelter usage, detox, ambulance transports and emergency room
admissions.
• PPiH works to Partner with Landlords
to end homelessness by developing critical partnerships with landlords who are
willing to provide fair, safe, habitable
and non-discriminatory housing to all.
The spirit of Nano lives on in the staff at
PPiH and in the many individuals and families who have been assisted. Kasie and her
twin boys, age four, stayed with a friend for
several months but one day the friend told
Kasie she had to leave immediately. Kasie’s
family in Texas agreed to pay for a hotel
room for three nights but that was all the
money they had to help her. She desperately
wanted stable housing so she could work
and get her sons enrolled in a pre-school
program. Donating plasma provided just
enough money to feed her boys. Kasie was
scared and exhausted. When Kasie spoke

Everyone Needs a Place to Call Home
with a Housing Stability Specialist at PPiH
she learned there were many short-term
assistance programs for which she was
eligible. These programs would help Kasie
rebound from homelessness, enroll her kids
in pre-school, and help her find suitable
employment. PPiH connected Kasie to these
resources in just a few meetings.
Before long, Kasie was in a new, fully
furnished apartment and dropping her kids
off at pre-school before she went to work
each day. She was filled with pride knowing
she could provide for her kids, and they all
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had safe and comfortable housing. Kasie
still keeps in touch with her Housing Stability Specialist at PPiH and recently called
to share that she was promoted to a shift
manager role which meant she didn’t have to
work weekends and could spend those days
playing with her kids and being a MOM.
Nano Nagle’s lantern soon lit her way.
Today, Presentation Partners in Housing is
the light that helps others see the path to
housing.
-Cheri Gherkin, Presentation Partners in
Housing Executive Director

