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e Dear benefactors, donors,
and friends,

Now that we are in the month of November we are
reminded of our friends and relatives who have
gone home to God. Please know that our deceased
benefactors are prayed for in a special way during
the month of “All Souls”.

These past few months have been very busy and
very exciting for us. In July our Sisters in the
former Fargo Congregation formally became part of
the U. S. Province. Our Province grew in number
to almost one hundred! On July 22, we celebrated
with our Sisters in Fargo the reality of our
becoming one. At that celebration were Sisters
from various parts of the world giving witness to
the internationality of our Congregation. The
realization of our oneness and our presence in every
continent except Australia, brought to mind Nano
Nagle’s words as recorded in her letter (Number
One): “If I could be of any service in saving souls in
any part of the globe, I would willingly do all in my
power.”
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Our candidate, Judah Leggett, was received into the
Novitiate in Los Angeles on September 8. This was
another very joy-filled occasion for our Sisters.
Entrance into novitiate marks the first formal step in
becoming a Presentation Sister. We invite your
prayers that more women will have the courage to
answer God’s call to religious life as Presentation
Sisters. There is much work to be done both here in
the United States and across the world.

As the month of November draws to a close you
will be remembered with gratitude during the
Thanksgiving weekend as we think about our
reasons for giving thanks. We pray that our
Gracious God will bless and reward you for the
many ways in which you offer your assistance and
prayers for our Sisters and for the ministries in
which we are involved in the service of the People
of God.

Peace,
Sister M. Antonio Heaphy
Provincial Leader

T S e T L e P e e i

Mark your calendars!

Presentation Sisters Gala

March 15, 2014

Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
St. Pius V Church Hall

7691 Orangethorpe Ave
Buena Park, CA 90621
Expanded US Province
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The feast of the Presentation of Mary last year on
November 21 brought the news that the Vatican has
approved the fusion of the Presentation Sisters,
Fargo and the Union of Sisters of the Presentation
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. This fusion was
ritualized on July 22 in Fargo, ND (please see

www. presentationsistersunion.org in the E-News
tab for article and photos). Furthermore, on
September 8, the feast of the birth of Mary, a prayer
service was held at different communities
throughout the US to celebrate the inclusion of the
former
Presentation
Sisters,
Fargo into an
expanded US
Province of
the Union of
Sisters of the
Presentation.

On this regard, this is the last issue of the UPDATE
in its current format. Deliberations about
communication with our friends, donors, and
benefactors are currently being held.

Thank you for your past readership. Please be open
to the likelihood of a communication vehicle (the
ACORN, or UPDATE or something else) serving the
newly expanded US Province and arriving sooner or
later in a mailbox near you.

News from Shaw, MS
By: Sr. Wiona Engel, pbvm

In the Spring 2013 issue of UPDATE you saw our
beautiful new Center in Shaw and you read all
about the Blessing and Open House we celebrated
on April 7,2013. We are delighted with our new
Center and this school year, (2013-2014) we have
32 children, an increase of 10 from last year, in our
After-School Tutoring Program. We also continue
to work with “The Active Ladies of Shaw”, a group
of ladies from the community, each Thursday
morning and have started Adult Literacy on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings.
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A program which we felt was in the future for us
due to lack of funds is a reality now due to a very,
very generous donor. The 10 computers which we
purchased with this generous donation are up and
running. We had two classes for five weeks in the
summer, one in the mornings and one in the
evenings. Both sessions were full and very well
attended. It was a joy to watch people who had
never even turned on a computer, learn the basics of
the computer world. Another class has started now
and it will run to early December. Here are a few
photos of some of our participants.

We say a very special “Thank You” to all our
donors who are making our ministry here in Shaw,
Mississippi possible. May you be blessed in
abundance for your generosity and goodness to us.
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US Province Welcomes Judah Leggett

The US Province
rejoices in welcoming
Judah Leggett into the
Novitiate in Los
Angeles (Watts) on
September 8.

The reception
ceremony opened
with the prayer
service celebrating
the integration of
Fargo into the US
Province, and with an
appropriate hymn.
There were readings
from the Constitutions and from the Book of Sirach.
Sister Antonio Heaphy, Provincial Leader, offered a
reflection, after which, Judah was presented with a
copy of the Presentation Sisters’ Constitutions. The
reception ceremony was followed by “high tea” in
the parish hall of San Miguel Church in Watts.

Lantern Light Ministries

A collaborative Ministry of the
North American Conference of
Presentation Sisters

Lantern Light Ministries is a collaborative effort on
behalf of the North American Conference of
Presentation Sisters responding to the needs of the
homeless and working poor in New Orleans. This
ministry began September 1, 2005 as a collaborative
effort sponsored by the Leadership Teams of the
eight Congregations of Presentation Sisters
ministering in North America. This ministry
continues to grow and expand. Lantern Light has
formed other partnerships in their efforts to respond
to the needs of those that they serve.

The partnership includes the Vincentians, the
Jesuits, De Paul USA and a large host of local
volunteer organizations. Together they provide a
wide variety of services, e.g., assistance with Birth
Certificates, State Identifications, TB testing,
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medical, prescriptions, legal, notary, laundry,
phone, mail, transportation, housing assistance,
creative art and daily lunch.

Up to now the kitchen was an open air kitchen
which was difficult to operate. At the present time
the kitchen is being renovated. Hopefully this will
be completed by the end of November, 2013. This
improvement will help in the preparing and serving
or meals.

Together we can do more than any one of us can
do on our own.

What’s in a TOKEN?
By Sr. Enid Storey, PBVM

Here in the city of New Orleans we still have tokens
for riding the streetcars. Our tokens are worth
$1.25. That is pretty cheap for a one way ride on
public transportation these days.

Today Alex came and told me that he had followed
up on a referral that I gave him yesterday. He said
he was further referred to another clinic that was a
good distance from Lantern Light here at St.
Joseph’s Catholic Church where four Presentation
Sisters minister. I told him that it was great that he
had taken the first step immediately. I offered him
a token for the streetcar. This would make his
travel easier.

At lunchtime he came to me and told me that he
was going to get a ride on the de Paul Bus and that
he wanted to give me back the token. Right after
lunch he appeared at the kitchen door with the
token.

Sometimes our guests have a way of blowing us
away with their goodness. Alex reminded me that
deep down in each of us is that spark of divine love.
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- Founder of Presentation Sisters,
Nano Nagle, Declared Venerable
by His Holiness Pope Francis I
Announcement brings declaration of Sainthood of
Nano Nagle a step closer as her life of ‘heroic
virtue’ is officially acknowledged
3

October 31, 2013 — The Presentation Sisters around
the world and all those involved with them are
today celebrating the official announcement of the
declaration of the Order’s founder, Nano Nagle, as
Venerable.
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"' Spéaking today, - Head: of ~ the.  Congregation

Leadership Team for the Presentation Sisters, Mary
Deane, said: “We are delighted with the news. By
proclaiming Nano Nagle as venerable, the Universal
Church has recognized Nano as a woman of Faith,
hope and heroic virtue whose vision and work
transformed the lives of so many. For our Sisters,
Associates and Friends of Nano throughout the
world, Nano has been and continues to be a source
of inspiration.and challenge as we respond to the
needs of today in fidelity to the Gospel and in the
spirit of Nano.”

A celebratory Mass to mark the announcement will
take place in Cork, Ireland on November 21, the
feast of the Presentation of Mary. A series of
smaller events will take place across Ireland and in
Presentation Congregation areas across the world to
mark the occasion.

We give thanks to God always for all of you,

remembering you in our prayers...
~ 1 Thessalonians 1:2
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