
Preparing for the 2026 Season of Creation  
Reflection #1: August 24 – 31 

 “They shall beat their swords into plowshares 
and their spears into pruning hooks” * 

        
READ: 1st part of Pope Leo’s letter* to begin the 2026 Season of Creation (next page) 

 

REFLECTION: “…contemplate the gift of life…”. In this, the second letter from 
Pope Leo beginning a Season of Creation, he stresses the gift of life being “at the 
very heart of our mission as disciples”. 
Have you ever received an unexpected, unusual gift?  If we zoom out from planet 
Earth…we see indeed that life is, at most, exceedingly rare.  The fact that Earth is 
just the right distance from the Sun to support complex and diverse life…is gift. 
From the perspective of at least our solar system: the fact and gift of life is highly 
unusual and unexpected. 
The various and related destructive “phenomena” Leo points to…plea for healing 
and peace – so that all may have life in abundance. 

ACTION: The Season of Creation begins September 1 and continues through 
October 4.  Procure and keep a Season of Creation journal.  You may wish to 
journal about what “swords” and which “spears” within our own perspectives 
need to be transformed to that which builds up life.  

“The Spirit of life dwells in every living creature  
and calls us to enter into relationship with God.”   

(Laudato Si #88) 



Resources for August 24 – 31 
                            

(Beginning of) Pope Leo’s letter for the 2026 Season of Creation 
 (Excerpt 1 of 9) 

1st of September 2026 

 “They shall beat their swords into plowshares 
and their spears into pruning hooks” (Isaiah 2:4) 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Our Lord Jesus Christ came so that we might have life and have it in abundance 
(cf. John 10:10). This gift of life lies at the very heart of our mission as disciples and 
of our shared calling to build a civilization of love. As we observe this World Day of 
Prayer for the Care of Creation, we are once again invited to contemplate the gift 
of life and to cherish the earth that sustains it, for they are tangible ways of 
offering praise to our Creator. 

Today, we are witnessing many crises and much human suffering. At the same 
time, it seems that the disruption to the harmonious balance of creation is 
accelerating. These phenomena are not unrelated; they are a single plea for 
healing and peace arising from a wounded world. 
From https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/creation/documents/20260815-messaggio-
giornata-curacreato.html 

Pray with Scripture:   John 10: 7 – 11 

Additional reading:  Season of Creation website:  https://seasonofcreation.org/ 

Photo credit:  How enlivened these children were (!) having just harvested - using tools 

for digging and cultivation at a communal Potato Dig – Franciscan Farm, De Soto, Missouri 
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