2026 Season of Creation
Reflection #2: September 1

“Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no one.”
(Laudato Si #246)

READ: 2nd part of Pope Leo’s letter beginning 2026 Season of Creation (next page)

REFLECTION: “...when nations ‘shall beat their swords into plowshares’...”

Pope Leo references the title of his Message in this 2nd section. Today, the World
Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, Leo illustrates that Isaiah’s vision is one of
transformation: taking what destroys and converting it into that which sustains
life.

When have you witnessed the opposite? - sourcing the goodness of Earth for non-
peaceful intent.

Although “the world” cannot give the peace revealed in Christ, we are called to
share in God’s love and care for each and every life: in the entirety of Creation.

ACTION: Today also begins the Season of Creation. A worthy goal of these
upcoming weeks? Perhaps the transformation of that which is not life-giving.
With the theme of this Season being “Living Water” (Ezekial 47: 9-12) consider
transforming your consciousness of water: ...from “resource” to gift... from (at
times) mindlessness to a living awareness of total dependence.
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https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/resources/season-of-creation-2026/
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/resources/season-of-creation-2026/

Resources for September 1

Pope Leo’s letter beginning the 2026 Season of Creation
(Excerpt 2 of 9)

The God of life, revealed in Jesus Christ, offers a peace that the world cannot give:
“Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you” (John 14:27). This peace is neither
superficial nor fleeting; it flows from the enduring love of Christ and his care for
every human person.

Yet this promise of peace stands in stark contrast to the realities we see in many
parts of the world. The prophet Isaiah spoke of a time when nations “shall beat
their swords into plowshares” (Isaiah 2:4), transforming what destroys life into
what sustains it. But today, we too often witness the very opposite, as efforts
continue to be directed toward violence and war.

From https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/creation/documents/20260815-messaggio-
giornata-curacreato.html

Pray with Scripture: Isaich 2:1-4

Image: “Christ: Swords into Ploughshares”
Used with kind permission of artist Kelly Latimore
Please see his work at kellylatimoreicons.com

"At its inception and in its best moments, the church as Christ's body offered the world
communion where there was previously animosity, ploughshares and pruning hooks
from swords and spears, the peaceable kingdom come alive. The church not only
welcomes the stranger, but is the stranger, constituted as she is entirely by migrants,

herself a migrant through the world."”
--Stanley Hauerwas
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