
2026 Season of Creation  
Reflection #3: September 2 - 5 

“It is foreseeable that, once certain resources have been depleted, 
 the scene will be set for new wars, albeit under the guise of noble claims”  

(Laudato Si #57) 
        

READ: 3rd part of Pope Leo’s letter for the 2026 Season of Creation- next page in green  

                                 

REFLECTION: “(War) reveals a deeper failure to live in God’s image and likeness, 
to respect life and to care for the earth entrusted to us.” I grew up in the shadow 
of the Vietnam War.  I remember as a young boy watching Walter Cronkite report 
each Friday on the numbers of Americans killed, wounded and missing in action. I 
recall war protests and bumper stickers exhorting “America: Love it or Leave it”. 
55 years later Pope Leo writes clearly as to the detrimental effects of war…and 
calling war a “moral and spiritual” failure. 
Today, wars are called fierce, catchy or lofty names…not failures.  Notice the 
current failure with Iran being named “Operation Epic Fury”.   
What other moral & spiritual failures can you think of that have been re-branded? 

ACTION: With war: Creation is ravaged, families are torn apart…and certain 
individuals and corporations are enriched.  Let us un-distort our culture’s desires. 
Let’s use our human freedom and power for good. Let us create peace as a 
counter-witness to the current gospel of war. 



Resources for September 2 - 5 
                            

Pope Leo’s letter for the 2026 Season of Creation 
 (Excerpt 3 of 9) 

War leaves wounds that extend far beyond the battlefield. It claims lives, tears 
families apart and forces millions to flee their homes, thereby deepening fear, 
injustice and division (cf. Gaudium et Spes, 77-82). War also leaves behind social and 
ecological destruction that endures for generations. Moreover, the interaction 
between armed conflicts and environmental degradation often creates a vicious 
cycle, which destroys ecosystems, contaminates essential resources, such as air 
and water, and undermines food security. This fuels poverty, inequality, and new 
social tensions that can contribute to the emergence of further conflicts. 

What is more, war creates wounds that damage the whole fabric of life, harming 
not only individual persons and communities, but also their broader network of 
relationships with the whole human family, and their harmony with creation. It 
reveals a deeper failure to live in God’s image and likeness, to respect life and to 
care for the earth entrusted to us. This is not only a political failure, but also a 
moral and spiritual one. Rooted in distorted desires and the misuse of human 
freedom and power, war stands as a counter-witness to the Gospel of peace. 

From https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/creation/documents/20260815-messaggio-
giornata-curacreato.html  

Pray with Scripture:  1 Chronicles 22: 6 - 10 

Photo: “Flower Power” taken by Bernie Boston, October 21, 1967. 

                          
“Many people will deny doing anything wrong  

because distractions constantly dull our consciousness 
 of just how limited and finite our world really is.”  

(Laudato Si #56)
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